%, 1JRP.ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

580

Standpoints of Parents and Teachers on the Inclusion of Answers Key

in the Self-Learning Modules (SLM): A Qualitative Inquiry
Charizthea Paula C. Hinay, Exelsis Deo A. Deloy

chariztheahinay@gmail.com, exelsisdeoastillodeloy@igrom
Teacher Il , Department of Education, Davao del &/d?hilippines, 8100
Master Teacher Il, Department of Education, DavadNdete, Philippines, 8100

Abstract

This qualitative-phenomenological study determined the standpoints of parti@pahtsinclusion of answers key in self-
learning modules. It comprised of fourteen (14) participants selected ysimpasive sample technique, with seven (7) parents in
a virtual in-depth interviews and seven (7) public elementary teachefedas group discussion. The data analysis employed data
coding and thematic analysis. For the parents, there were issues emergtt fpoailem namely: finding answers key incorrect,
vague, and incomplete; promotion of laziness and dishonesty;iffiodliies in guiding children. Meanwhile, for the teachers,
issues emerged: duplication of answers from answer key; incompleterarssaalrs key; and lack of guidance from parents. To
address the issues, parents mentioned ways: discogithgid’s dependence to answers key; being present to guide child’s learning;
using other references; and skipping unclear and difficult activitieBe\¢lachers also pointed out ways: coordinating with learners
and parents; separating answer sheets from the modules; and providirgia#tenode of giving assessment to learners. They also
cited insights they could share to others, for the parents: a call fovatof answers key; a call for accurate and clear presentation
of answers key; a call for parental guidance in answering modules; eaid for provision of learning resources. While for the
teachers: a call to attach the answers key as a guide to learners; a call to aepamite key; a call for parental guidance in
answering modules; and a call for quality check of answers keyreBllts are deemed significant to public school teachers, parents,
learners, DepEd officials, administrators, and future researchers tavgiweness and to develop best practices utilizing the SLM
with reliable answers key in order to attain quality education.

Keywords: self-learning modules, qualitative-phenomenological studweasnikey, parents, public elementary teachers, Tagum
City Division, Philippines
INTRODUCTION

The COVID-19 pandemic has given a significant impaet/eryone around the world, especially in the educational system.
The lack of facde-face schooling has resulteala variety of learning modalities being offered to students. As &,reslitlearning
modules are widely used in the country, particularly in public schoolsaasng tools for students. Since this method of learning
is new to the country's educational system, challenges and concerns heweTdris involves various people's viewpoints on
whether or not to include an answer key in self-learning courses, wdutth impact students' learning and evaluation of learning
outcomes.

In Turkey, a study ofiTeachers’ Perceptions Towards Modules Used in Vocational and Technical Education” found that
due to the inability of assessment methods and answers keysetoatiolearning tasks, lack of self-assessment and failure of
performance assessments are cited as problems in implementing the modokechappn the other hand, in Indonesia, a study on
“Developing Module on Constructivist Learning Strategies to Promote Students’ Independence and Performance” was conducted
by Rufii (2015) to address a problem referring to less stimulatidgoaasive way of learning. To address this problem, a module
should be developed. Similarly, Bangladesh, a study about the “Learning Assessment in a Self-Learning Maténehs conducted
by Rahman (2015) to address the problem on ineffective learndtey the distance learning due to inappropriate assessment of the
learning process. Without the appropriate type of assessment, studentsabolotain feedback on their learning. Hence,
appropriate assessment which also includes answer key is vital to strehgtfeaning process and to encourage learners to study
independently.

In the Philippines, the Department of Education had employed a Regional Melonor&ntitled Utilization of the Self-
Learning Modules for the School Year 2020-2021. It clarifies that the énkeay of the self-learning modules must be included
and be reproduced to be answered by the learners at home. Its putpgeevide immediate feedback to the learners for them to
check their understanding and learning progress. However, teachersiobgldgarantee that the students are the ones answering
the modules because the answer key is accessible to the students.

Many parents in Tagum South District schools shared their viewsamérns regarding the inclusion of answers key.
Since the beginning of the school year, the researcher encountereghtlifiewpoints from parents and teachers on the inclusion
of answers key in the SLMs. Some parents viewed it as convenienefortthteach their children because the answers key is
accessible to them and it serves as their referenespionding to their children’s queries. While for others, it can lead to any form
of cheating especially if not monitored by the parents at home. On the otbesbare teachers also preferred to have answers key
because they believed that it would teach learners to engage in independerg. [elam@aver, other teachers were not in favor of
including answers key in self-learning module as it could lead to desegitshonesty, or laziness.

With the present learning set-up, several learning modifications, suchnsislaration in learning style and remote
education, have been made. In the study conducted by Rufii (201Beorloping Module on Constructivist Learning Strategies
to Promote Studesit Independence and Performance”, students were the participants while in my study, the parents amerteac
were the participants of the study. Furthermore, Rufii's research centecamhstructivist learning methods in creating modules,
while my research focused on parents' and teachers' standpointsruiusien of answers keys in self-learning modules. On the
other d, jn t 0 rrefr 17) otnelopment and Validatioof Instructional Modules on Rational
E)éf)%g%g%hlsi%ird%@ég%\t/ig%;%f%%ggé%g%%%&%@%%matipsrticularly on students’ knowledge about Rational rﬁ'}?{)%essions and
Motivation, while in the researcher’s study, it covered all the learning areas under the modular learning approach in the new normal.
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Furthermore, the results of this study are important to teachers, paahus| administrators, DepEd officials, and the
community as it may provide insights on how to adaphe new normal using self-learning modules with the presencewéens
key, as well as a more detailed understanding of the experiencediateathers and parents. On the other hand, the researcher
felt compelled to undertake this inquiry. Self-learning modules are the most ecol@anning method in the world. As a result, the
researcher stressed the importance of discovering and comprehending the jpidrspectives among the participants, as well as
how the study's results would be useful for potential references.

Purpose of the Study

This phenomenological study aimed to discover and explore the differenpaitaisdof parents and teachers on the
inclusion of answers key in the self-learning modules under élenormal learning. It included the experiences encountered,
coping mechanisms and insights of the fourteen (14) participamstfre different public elementary schools in Tagum South
District.

At this stage in the research, the inclusion of answers key in SL8/sdean commonly defined as the answers found at
the end of every self-learning modules provided by assigredlewriters for students’ bases in checking their answers.

Research Questions

1. What are the standpoints of the participants on the inclusion of anseyeirs &elf-Learning Modules?

2. What are the experiences of the participants concerning the inclusion of akewén the Self-Learning Modules?

3. How do participants cope with the different issues on the inclusion of akesein the Self-Learning Modules?

4. What are the insights of the participants on the inclusion of answeis ke Self-Learning Modules?

Theoretical Lens

This study was gleaned through the Mastery Learning Theory of Benlaom (1964) which refers to giving feedback
and guide to correction to students’ learning. It also requires formative evaluation, according to Bloom et al. (1971), as cited by
Guskey (2005), in which students can check their comprehengdcgniiance their learning.

The researcher attached this theory because Mastery learning includes @amatigsment which guides students to
determine their progress towards mastering a learning goal (Bloom et7dl), ® modular learning, students could check their
learning by comparing their answers with the answer key foune @nith of every SLMs. Thus, the attachment of answersrkey i
SLMs provides immediate feedback to students towards mastering cosuce stslls.

Similarly, this research study was viewed on Henri Holec’s Concept of Learner Autonomy in 1981. It stated that learning
starts when the learner accepts his or her own responsibility imd# kf learning. A learner who is autonomous is motivated to
learn. It can be innate or acquired formally through education. Howevéretsatill perform an important role guiding the learners
to have active participation in education.

In this theory, teachers give students freedom and a seas#oobmy in answering their self-learning modules. It also
promotes independence and responsibility in one’s own learning by accomplishing learning activities found in SLMs and being able
to check their progreassing answer key. However, the ability of one’s own learning depends on the students’ capabilities, and
active involvement of both teachers and parents.

Furthermore, this study was also clipped on the DepEd Order N 2020 titled Policy Guidelines for the Provision of
Learning Resources in the Implementation of the Basic Education Gontttan. The Department of Education, Davao Region
releasd a Regional Memorandum titled, “Utilization of the Selftearning Modules for SY 2020021 which specified that answers
key should be attached and reproduced as component of the SLdimeRtorandum also reiterated that the students who will use
the SLMs should observe truthfulness in performing the task andiobebeir answers.

The attachment of answer key in self-learning modules has beeitgutaby every school as it is indicated in the
memorandum. It is an important part in the learning as it guides the amrerswering the modules. Also, it has been used to
enable learners verify their own answers and it servas emsmediate feedback of learning. While for the parents and teachers, it
serves as their reference in assisting the children.

Hence, the concept and idea of this study was viewed and centettesl ldastery Learning of Benjamin Bloom (1964) ,
Concept of Learner Autonomy by Henri Holec (1981) and the DepEd ®alet8, s. 2020. These theories and concepts provide
comprehensive understanding on the different perspectives of #r@gpand public elementary teachers regarding the presence of
answers key in the self-learning modules. Since the answers &ayessential part of the SLM in the independent learning and
study habits of the learners, these theories are vital in answering the quérissiidy.

METHODOLOGY

This part shows the methodology applied in this qualitative studymiéthods and procedures employed are also presented
in this chapter. This includes the type of research design, roles @stmrcher, research participants using the inclusion criteria
data gathering and analysis, trustworthiness of the study and ethisalezation.
Resear ch Design

This research was a qualitative study particularly phenomenology as aadpasat focused on the commonality of the
lived experiences shared among the participants within a certain group €¢Cre&943). Bhandari (2020) defined Qualitative
research as collection of data and analysis of text, videos, or audio takepaftisipants to understand ideas, experiences, and
concepts. Moreover, it was utilized to collect and analyze in-depth insightsate crew ideas or problems for research.

The study used qualitative approach wireseven (7) parents and seven (7) public elementary school teachefafjam
South District participateéh individual in-depth virtual interviews and focus group discussions intendetidih parents and
teachers. Since the study sought to discover phenomenon feostatidpoints of selected participants, the qualitative type of
research design helped to explore and understand insights from the partietpahtsve experienced the same problem (Creswell,
2014). www.ijrp.org

Moreover, Creswell (2014) as cited by Hickman (2015) stated that pleeotogical research is an approach for describing
and interpreting the lived experiences of individuals on a particular phesom@&his type of research design enabled the
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participants to express opinions, experiences, coping mechanisms, ghtsiabiout the phenomenon. Phenomenological study is
a flexible research approach which allows individuals share experiences dtenvipins Hence, a phenomenological research
design was employed to collect data and address the research questions credsextifdyth

In this study, a phenomenological design was applied to discover andeethigvarying standpoints, experiences, coping
mechanisms, and insights of the parents and public elementary teimctier Tagum South District. It also @&dto gain first-hand
information from the participants through individirldepth interview and focus group discussion which were done vyritad
to the restriction of a facw-face interview. The interview responses on the attachment of anssyeis self-learning modules
(SLMs) were useful to extract substantial and meaningful results of the stu

To acquire inclusive and reliable results of the study, the reseaittimd individualin-depth virtual interviews which
focused on four (4) research topics about the experiences, standpmpirtg, mechanisms, and insights of the participants on the
problem. Also, the researcher emmdyocus group discussion which enabled participants to express their uigsvand share
experiences with other participants. These were done virtually followingafety health protocols to protect both the researcher
and participants.

Resear ch Participants

Creswell (2013) stated that a phenomenological research requires thiedift8en (15) participants. The selection of
participants within the range should determine the underlying expesiandensights shared among the participants.

In this research study, there were a total of fourteen (14) participaeten (7) parents and seven (7) public elementary
school teachers. Both participants were from Tagum South District. Sevearéfits undertook an individual in-depth virtual
interview (IDI) and another seven (7) public elementary school teach&cszaed in Focus Group Discussion (FGD). The selected
parents who were interviewed were not both parents and teachers at thereaare did not come from the advisory class of the
researcheMoreover, there was a separate interview for both parents and teachgyabli®ielementary school teachers who were
part of FGD shared experiences and disetigssights about the attachment of answers key in the sinth®nther hand, the
parents under the individuat-depth virtual interview shared their standpoints and experiences usingrétferred language
Hence, the participants were asked based on the four grand tour quisstmiom the validated research guide questions

Purposive sampling was employed in the selection of participaktsording to Creswell (2007), purposive sampling
refers to identifying participants who experience the same phenomdmpaiticipants must have knowledge on the problem and
are willing to take part in the conduct of study.

The criteria in selecting the participants from the different public elementarglsdhoragum South District was based
on the following inclusion criteria. The public elementary school teatiadr&) at least one-year experience in the teaching service.
Also, the teachers Jlvere teaching in different grade levels who used self-learning ma@iléss) for the school year 2020-2021.
On the other hand, the parents under the IDI were identified by théypéof work, whether full time, part time, or unemployed
and @) haveone to five children studying in the public elementary schools. Baticipants were not parents and teachers at the
same time.

The researcher aimed for a voluntary participation of the participants byysignibnsent formsThey were informed
about the interview topics and research study based on the availabilityedeigat time and date of the interviewees (Boyce &
Neale, 2006). The virtual orientation was done using Zoom.

Data Analysis

A Qualitative data analysis involves breaking ideas into pieces to undkistand putting it back together to synthesize
themes (Creswell, 2014). This process allows the researcher to foecupatant points and disregard unnecessary data. After the
collection of the interview notes, audio recordings and other documentatalysiarof the data will begin. It will be carefully
analyzed and examined to deliver inclusive outcomes.

In line with this, data gathered from the interview were propealystribed and translated. Reading and rereading the
materials was the first step in analyzing the data. Reviewing and listenirgrectirded audio in Zoom was also employed to get
accurate data.

Creswell (2012) as cited by Akinyode and Khan (2018) defined data coding@®tess of fragmenting and categorizing
transcripts to create explanations and thorough themes in the data.ihitsahstep to ensure major themes in data analysis. Data
coding also aims to reduce the data and sort out important informatiaetipts into meaningful and useful transcripts using the
coding framework. Miles et al. (2014) as cited by Akinyode and KharB8j2fscribed data coding as assigning labels to different
parts of the text which are related to the problems.

After re-reading and understanding the transcripts, | organized gyiatematic way by generating codes to each useful
responses. | determined core ideas as well as major themes which wererbtsedrand tour questions of the study. The core
ideas and major themes were grouped according to its similaritiesthvithtbemes that have been developed from the standpoints,
beliefs, experiences, coping mechanisms and insights of the paremsldicdelementary school teachers under this qualitative
study.

| also applied thematic analysis in finding patterns or themes. Thematic inslgdlexible method in identifying themes
that is important in addressing the research problem (Braun & Cl2®&).2Moreover, it aims to thoroughly interpret and analyze
the data. Braun and Clarke (2006) as cited by Nowell et al. (2017) sugdedtéiematic analysis is the first qualitative method
that provides fundamental skills useful for conducting other kindsalysis.

The data gathered after data coding were carefully analyzed using therabtsisaiThe important points were chunked
according to its themes. This method was substantial in getting truthfoleamdngful results. Moreover, | translated the transcripts
which were delivered in vernacular and carefully analyzed it to get coreas®adl as essential major themes. After defining and
reviewing the themes, | made verification as my last step in analyzin@theldwas an important stagevigrpoeperly check and
validate the analysis of the study to obtain useful information farethdts and discussions.



Charizthea Paula C. Hinay / International Journal of Research Publications (1JRP.ORG) @ IJRP'ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

583

Trustworthiness of the Study

Pilot and Beck, (2014) as cited by Connelly (2016) stated thatvbrtbiness of a qualitative research study is vital to
determine the usefulness and integrity of the results of thg. dtymbrtains to the degree of confidence in the data analysis, and the
methods employed by the researcher to ensure quality of the stadycbeducted.

According to Andrew K. Shenton’s framework on the “Strategies for Ensuring Trustworthiness in Qualitative Research
Projects”, there are four criteria in a qualitative research study which are important in validating the rigor of the study. These include
credibility, dependability, confirmability, and transferability (Shenton, 2004

Credibility is characterized as the researcher's belief in the research findings' accuracy @pdlvalsb discusses the
research's aim, which is to choose the best and most suitable research mettidcestothe research questions of interest (Pilot &
Beck, 2012).Korstjens and Moser (2018) identified strategies to confirm credibility whiclude triangulation, iterative
guestioning, and member checking.

In this study, the researcher used phenomenology as a tool toigidhmation from the participants because it was the
most suitable method for gathering information on a particular phevamé&urthermore, purposive sampling was used to select
the participants, ensuring that they are informed about the resesaretaisd have personal experience with the phenomenon under
investigation. Informed consent was also used to ensure that the participentble to participate in the study and that they were
not being forced to do so. However, since feeéace communication was limited during the pandemic, a virtual orientation v
Zoom was used as a means of contact with the participants.

Triangulation, as described by Pelto (2017) and cited by Roulston (2818) use of multiple methods to obtain
significant results in order to establish a detailed and meaningful undenstarida particular research issue. It has also been
regarded as a method for assessing validity by gathering datadr@us/sources.

In this study, | utilized the Triangulation of Method which emplbyhe use of Focus Group Discussion (FGD) and
individual in-depth virtual interview (IDI Parents and public elementehypgl teachers made up fourteen (14) of the participants.
To ensure safety during the pandemic, a virtual interview was Aseal researcher, | made sure that the participants answered the
questions truthfully based on the research guide questions which were teldtedirect observations of the researcher.

Iterative questioning includes the use of probes to obtain detailed data inthvicdsearcher will use probes through
rephrasing questions to elicit comprehensive and accurate answersh&guarticipants (Shenton, 2004). This will help the
researcher to detect discrepancy and may discard the questionable data inpedeédransparency and credibility of the data.

To further focus on the credibility of the study, iterative questgpnias employed to achieve detailed data. The researcher
had returedto matters previously raised by the participants who were the parentsiaitcdelementary school teachers who had
shared their experiences and standpoints about the study througth imirdaview using Zoom and obtaid related data using
rephrased questions or probing

Furthermore, member checking was employed in this qualitative resaatghAccording to Lincoln and Guba (1985) as
cited by Shenton (2004), member checking is considered the singtampmrtant provision that can be made to strengthen the
credibility of the study. It includes feeding back the data to the partisip@nthem to verify whether they consider that their exact
responses would match what they actually expected. Moreoveraifdim recorder has been utilized, their answers should at least
have been properly and accurately recordéis method is important to strengthen the data especially because the sxsmanich
respondents perceive the data with different points of view.

In this study, the transcripts were sent to the participants to detewhather thefelt that the data were accurate. Member
checking was employed to let the participants correct the interpretations dfydthvatr the audio recordings were properly
transcribed. Theliad signed the certification indicating that they had verified their responseqrobess was done and sent online
to ensure safety precautions amidst the pandemic.

Dependability is the stability of the results over time. It also involves participants’ assessment of the findings, their
interpretation, and recommendations of the study so that all are supbyprtieel data as received from participants of the study
(Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Shenton (2004) emphasized the employment of “overlapping methods”, and the use of In-depth
methodological descriptions to allow study to be repeated and enable readkarsltgp a comprehensive and deep understanding
of the study. He also added that the role of triangulation and “audit trail” is vital in reducing the researcher’s bias in conducting the
research.

In this qualitative study, | appliatle “overlapping methods™ in which I used the individual in-depth virtual interview (IDI)
and Focus Group Discussion (FDG) for the entire conduct of this studyo Aecordings were used in securing firsthand
information from the participants. The “overlapping methods” was conducted through virtual interview and focus group disgussio
using Zoom A virtual interview was the safest way to conduct the study which atldhe participants and researcher to have
discussion without a mandatory personal meeting. Furthermore, t@ elependability of this research study, | had included other
related studies in global and national context which made this study relatabi¢her aontext.

To ensure the dependability of the study, “audit trail” was employed. Halpren  (1983), as cited by Nowedl.¢2017)
stated that an audit trail can help the researcher organize, interpret, and reportehs gf research easily. This includes storing
raw data records, research notes, transcripts, as well as reflexive journal.

In this study, | included an audit trail in the appendix to providficgent records on how the research data was gathered
and analyzed. This also served as guide and reference of other researahdéve &t a similar, but not conflicting, conclusions
regarding this research study. Moreover, | strictly adhered to the ethicdhstarand safety protocol provided by the technical
panel in documenting and keeping the reedmiata.

Confirmability as cited by Shenton (2004) is the degree of neutrality of the stwdych it is concerned with establishing
the data, analysis, and interpretation of the results of the studgr¢habt biased but clearly derived fromvilgrplad@ sources. It also
refers to the acknowledgment of resdar’s beliefs and assumptions. The utilization of in-depth methodological descriptions allows
integrity of the research results to be examined and analyzed.
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In this study, | ensured that all the transcripts were cardfalhscribed and translated from the audio recordings of the
participants during the virtual interview. The research findings were based exattteesponses of the participants and not on the
personal preferences and biases of the researcher. Moreover, my thesis Bdviscelsis Deo Deloy, who is an expert in this field
had truly assisted me as his wisdom and skill in qualitative reseaneh highly remarkable. Everything that was done in my
gualitative research was examined, verified, assessed, and evaluated thobgugtdyand my adviser including all the data
analyses, the tools and documents that were used to ensure the calitfirafaby study.

Moreover, | acknowledged the limitations and boundaries of thiy.sture findings of this study may not generalize the
experiences, standpoints and insights of the general population of ticgppats experiencing the same phenomenon. Miles and
Huberman (1994) as cited by Shenton (2004) emphasized that the mamrdtiomdconfirmability is the degree to which the
researcher acknowledges his or her biases. As a researcher, | recogni#@dule af ensuring real objectivity since the interview
guide questions were madge the researcher, the researcher’s biases are unavoidable. However, the use of triangulation was useful
to reduce the subjectivity of the result and to ensure that the finditlgs study were the result of the answers and experiences of
the participants, rather than the preferences and ideas of the researcher.

Transferability as cited by Shenton (2004)) refers to the degree to which the firafiggalitative study can be transferred
and related to other contexts or settings with different participantse$earcher would enable the transferability judgment through
provision of background data to verify context of study and tthéscription of the research processes for ease of transfer.

Thick description refers to describing not only the beliefs, experiencemsiglots of the participants but also the context
so that the behavior and experiences would be significant, meaningful, anblediatie readers (Korstjens & Mos2018).

In this study, | emplogd detailed and thick description of the phenomenon and methods utheésl $tudy to make sure
that it is credible and applicable to other users of this study. Audio and nédealings were stored in my personal e-mail and
external hard drive as back-up. All the copies of documents of thigweré handled and stored in a locked filing cabinet to ensure
the confidentiality of the documents. Also, the transcripts and data anargisittached in the appendices for future references of
other researchers. Moreover, all data wdwtdgpermanently destroyed by reformatting the external hard drive, while the paper
records would be shred three (3) years after the conclusion oégbarch study. However, | could keep and provide the data to
other researchers, granting that it would only be used for reasonablenacpdgposes. The data collected and stored were treated
with utmost confidentiality and security to protect the identity and prieatlye participants.

Shenton (2004) cited that provision of background data to verifiexbof the study is essential to strengthen the
transferability of the qualitative research study. This means that a reseamhéepa full description of all the related factors of
the study to have a proper and deep understanding of it. Ultimatefindheys of this research study must be understood within a
context of a particular organization or location to make it more relatable and tralesterabother context.

In this study, | emplosd the provision of background data using the backgrourdiestin global, national, and local
settings. Moreover, the related literature about the use of answers kelj-iearning modules which were based in the three
domains were also present in this stuiyis allonedthe qualitative research study to be transferable and relatable to another context
because it provided wide and relevant provision of background studies.

Ethical Consideration

Belmont Report in 1979 as cited by Anabo et al. (2018) stressed that ited ptinciples served as key reference in
evaluating the ethical sensitivity of research studies involving hunsguesricipants in a qualitative study. These ethical principles
are respect for persons, beneficence, and justice.

To comply with the ethical considerations, | ensured that the partisipare willing to be interviewed, the research
purpose and flow of interview were explained. It also emphasized that thecheseamfirned that the participants have received
a full disclosure of the overview of the study, the consequebeegfits, and alternatives, with an extended opportunity to ask
guestions.

The first principle,respect for persons is identified in two ways. First, participants are acknowledged as autosomou
agents who are capable of individual deliberation especially in expressingeigasences, and standpoints. Second, persons who
have diminished autonomy must be provided with additional protecdiioab et al., 2018). Salganik (2014) cited that Belmont
Report classified three elements of informed consent which include informatimprehension, and voluntariness. The informed
consent was stated in English and vernacular to provide better undergtaindhie research study.

In this study, | provided informed consent to the participantsaasdsigned electronically, scanned, or in any alternative
means. This was a proof of verification to show that they hadiaily participated in the study. Informed consent allowed the
participants to be fully aware of relevant information about the studybjéstoves and purpose, the confidentiality of the study,
the methods to be used as well as the potential risks and benefits of the study.

Moreover, as part of the consent, | asked permission to the participaster the entire audio or video during the virtual
interview process as well as to check and modify the transcripts. Alsoyéneallowed to turn off their camera during the virtual
interview and change their account names in Zemhide and protect their identity.

Voluntarism of participation was also employed by giving the participantsgihieto proceed or withdraw to participate
in the study (Anabo et al., 2018). | infoeahthe participants about their right to check and modify the transcript wiéoh sent
online.

Furthermore, the results and findings of the study were distribboitée participants for verification and modification of
answers via e-mail. As a researcher, | also ensured to protect their rigletsgygktheir personal information hidden. They were
assigned with codes to ensure confidentiality and privacy. They were altovrach off their camera and change their account
names while having virtual interview.

The second principleheneficence refers to the principle of doing good which means that theviesearcistremsure
security and safety of the well-being of the participants. It also meamgrease possible benefits and reduce harm before
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participating in the study (Miracle, 2016). In this way, participants aremly treated respectfully and justly but also making sure
that their well-being was being protected and secured.

In this study, | assured the participants that the transcripts gafferethe individual in-depth virtual interview and focus
group discussion through Zoom were handled and kept safely.résearcher, | guaranteed that the results of this study did not
harm the participants who were the parents and teachers of Tagum Saith Dédso ensured the parents and public elementary
school teachers that their responses were only used for the researchugbadg.pMoreover, through this study, the participants
had benefitted by having their voices, experiences, and standpointdibamdgand acknowledged.

Since the participants had exerted their effort and time in participating in the spedjal sensible tokens were given by
the researcher. These special tokens were offered to recognize and appreciate thriti@onh the completion of the study.
Moreover, a just compensation was provided to the participants in réttir@irovoluntary participation in the completion of the
study. In this time of pandemic where there was no face to facei@weevload for mobile data of the participants was compensated
by the researcher during the virtual interview.

The last major component of Belmont Repgutstice pertains to equal treatment and fairness of every individual. It is
important to treat research participants justly and without discriminatlvadle, 2016). Moreover, Belmont Report (1979) as cited
by Anabo et al. (2018), understands justice to be a fair disseminattenrigks and benefits of research and embodies its application
in the selection of subjects.

In this study, there was an equal recruitment of the participamtstifi® Tagum South District using the inclusion criteria.
Also, | ensured that the parents as participants of the study were notéhes fesmthe researcher’s advisory class. This had
guaranteed that there was no potential conflict of interest especially duringlifidual in-depth virtual interview. Moreover,
both participants were not parents and teachers at the same time. Mdrepgaestions that were asked during the virtual interview
were relevant to the experiences of the participants about the inclusion of akesyvershe self-learning modules. The questions
only focugdon the standpoints, experiences, coping mechanisms, and irditigarticipants about the research topic.

Moreover, acknowledgements of the works of other authors istilnily were noted and recognized. The researcher used
the APA format particularly the'7edition for referencing system in providing distinction for the wafrauthors cited in the study.
Any treachery about the aims and objectives of the qualitative study, weredvoigintenance of the greatest level of impartiality
in discussions, and analysis during the research are also obsenagttlition, any type of confusing information as well as
interpretation of primary findings in a prejudiced way was prevented.

Data Privacy Act 2012 stated that the state shall protect the fundamental human right of piofacynmunication while
ensuring free flow of information to promote innovation and growie state recognizes the vital role of information and
communication technology in nation building and its inherent obligatie@nsorre that personal information in information and
communication system in the government and in the private sector aredsandrprotected.

Bryman and Bell (2007) cited the measures that can be applied in research. These included that the pasticpihitse
treated with dignity and should not be harmed in any. walf consent was ensured prior and throughout the entire research study.
Moreover, anonymity and privacy were ensured to protect the identitg patticipants. All research data were handled and stored
with utmost confidentiality. The researcher, on the other hand, atéaged the works and studies of other authors using'the 7
edition of APA referencing style.

In this study, | ensured that the participants cooperated in my studytadly. | also infornedthem on the purpose of the
study, which views or data would be collected, how the data would berdpsad, and who could have only accessed the data. |
also secured confidentiality and anonymity to all the participants bynérsgigodes especially during the virtual interview.

Hence, all specific measures in the ethical considerations of this studydivected to protect respect for persons,
beneficence, and justice. In this time of pandemic where a face tot@etion is limited, it was my duty as a researcher to ensure
the ethical conduct of the study, and to protect the parents and public elementaysteéathe Tagum South District at all cost.
All the concrete measures were addressed and treated properly.

RESULTS

Presented in this section are the standpoints and experiences of padet#achers, their coping mechanism, as well as
their insights on the inclusion of answers key in the self-leamiodules which surfaced from the data gathered through virtual in
depth interviews and focus group discussion. This chapter showcasggrtificant points and essential results of the study.

Standpoints of Parentson the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-L earning M odules (SLM)

After analyzing the responses of parents about their standpoints|ltveirig themes emerged: (1) being a guide while
answering the module, (2) copying the answers as a drawback arark®y inclusion, and (3) causing dilemma due to errors.
Being a Guide while Answering the Module

The participants found the answers key to be particularly help&gsisting their children. The existence of answers key
madeit easier for them to assess their children's understanding at home hiélalsd the parents in responding to the concerns and
modification of wrong answers as well.

This concept is linked to the responses of IDI0O1 who expressed her standpoints

“Ang advantage namo ani kay kung magkaligsad jud, halimbawa ‘nang mga solving sa
Math, kasagaran man jud sa Math, solving, maglisud najgdreama. Ako mismo malisudan
nalang pud ko. Muingon najud ko ‘ay tan-awa ra gud sa answer key bi kung giunsa pag solve
ana’. Pero dili nako diretso ipakopya to ma’am. Ako sang ingnan siya na tanawa kung giunsa.

I-solve daw, isolve sa imong sarili.’
WWw.ijrp.org
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(The advantage especially when parents like me struggle to solve Malenpsas that | could
refer to the answers key to check how it was solved. Howewanyld not let my child copy it
immediately. Instead, | would tell my child to solve it first by herself.)

Moreover, other participastised the answers key to check the comprehension of the child in eugstiermodule.
IDI04 expressed that:

“Para sa akoa okay lang man ang pag attach sa ansvsa k@dules para magamit pud nila

ba kanang magcheck sila sa ilang comprehension about sapessoma evaluate nako ilang

academic performance diri sa balay.”

(For me, it is just okay to attach the answers key in the moduldisatsthey could use it to
check their comprehension about the lesson. At the same time, les@llcte their academic
performance at home.)

Furthermore, some participants utilized the answers key to enable theierchidrelf-check their learning.
It is supported by IDIO7 who stated that:

“Kung makitan na nila ang answers key, maka learn sila on their own nga, * ay B akong
answer, C man diay didto. Ay C diay ni?” So, personally, maka realize pud sila nga, “Ay mao
diay ni siya ang answer, so mura’g Self-Learning gyud siya ma’am kay sa iyaha gyud mismo
siya naka found out didto pagtan-aw sa answers key rgsilatter B, letter C man diay, niya
ma realize ‘ayy mao diay ni ang answer’. So aside sa pagiging honest, siguro ma practice pud
nimo ang pag self-learn sa akong anak, sa imong anadagisila man mismo ang mo discover
or makakita nga mali ilang answer or tarag answer...Sa akoa, dako ju’g kaayo’g tabang
ang answers key. Wala’y problema jud kay kung naa’y mga items nga dili kabalo ang parents
atleast naa mi’y basis ba, guided mi nga ‘ayy mao diay ni answer sa number 1, mao diay ni
answer sa number 2 bisan dili siya detailed giunsa pag kuarfptilexample tong giingon
nako nga Math. Okay siya, grabe iyang gamit. “

(If they couldsee the answers key, they could learn on their own, ‘My answer is B but the
correct one is C’. So, personally, they would realize what the correct answer would be. Then it
becomes self-learning since the child learns by himself. Aside frorg bheimest, maybe, self-
learning will be practiced because the child himself could discover or eftesther he got
wrong or right answer..For me, answers key has a big help. It does not matter if parents cannot
answer some of the items because we have a basis and we are guidléiaeatarrect answers

for numbers 1 and 2, for instance. It is very useful althaaghe of these are not explained i
detail.)

It is supported by IDI02 who added that:

“Pero sa amoa pud nga ginikanan na syempre dili mi parehas sa teacher nga maistudyuhan
gyud ang tanan. So usahay, naay time to nga naay question na naka ‘ayy tan-awon sa daw

2

nako’, ing ana ba kanang ‘tan-awon sa daw nako bi kung tama ba akong answer’.

(We, parents are unlike teachers who can study everything, thele: vimstances where we
looked for the answers key to verify if our answers are correct.)

Meanwhile, some parents found it challenging to assist their children in amgwhegir modules due to the fact that most
of them had already forgotten their learning while they were still studi@gce, for them, answers kisya big help in monitoring
their children.

IDIO6 asserted that:

“Isip usa ka ginikanan nga magtudlo mi samong mga anak, makatabang man gyud ang answers
key. Kay pareha anang wa mi kabalo, di, amo rafigdir+ didto sa answers key kung unsa ang
answer. Di, makabalo mi nga ingon-ani diay ang tamang anBag.mali ang answer sa
among anakanawon nako iyang answer then i-compare nako sa answeng&apng namali
man ni? So, ma usab ang imohang solution nganong natmtp siya. So naa kay ika- compare
kaysa dili na nimo sty ma correct. Mao nang okay jud ug naa’y answers key...Kay murag
gituyo nang answers key nga naa para kami nga dili kaagategagrado na naabot, mahimo
namong guide ang answers key.”

WWw.ijrp.org
(As a parent who teaches our children, answers key is really helpfillike answering
something we do not know, we would just glance at the answer® kenow the answer and
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how it was answered. If the answer of our children is wrongould compare it with the
answers key to know why they got the wrong one. Then, tleeydvhave the chance to change
their solution to get the correct one. So, answers key was really hielpfamparing your
answer rather than not having the chance to correct it...Because probably, answers key was
meant to be included for us, undergraduate parents, to have a guide.)
Copying the Answers as a Drawback of AnswersKey Inclusion
The inclusion of answers key in the self-learning modules was nptugeful to some parents but also to the learners.
However, for some participants, they have viewed the presence of aksyasa disadvantage. Accessing the answers key easily
could entice their children to immediately refer to the answers key without Igdram it. Other children would become lazy and
dishonest since they would directly go to the answers key th famswering the modules immediately.
In line with this, IDIO1 shared that:
“Ang disadvantage napod kay dili nako mabantayan mudiretsg sandog sa answers key
labi na karon na time na makita man jud nako ma’am nga murag napul-an, murag gipang la-

i)

ay na.

(Its disadvantage is when | cannot notice them directly copying gweeas key. Especially in
these times, I could observe that they seem to lose interest, or maybe bored already.”

Likewise, IDI04 stressed that:
“Naagani uban bata ma’am na i-answer nila ‘answers may vary ra’.
(There werether children who would directly write ‘answers may vary’.)
It is supported by IDIO7 saying that:

“Dili nimo siya pwede pasagdaan kay kung pasagdaan nako akong eldest, mutan- aw gyud siya
diretso sa answers key kay naka attach man.”

(I would not let my eldest child to answer on his own, because if | didiould directly go to
the answers key as it is already attached to the module.)

Meanwhile, some participants noticed that their children were too reliant to therarkey without verifying whether it
is correct or not. For them, it seemed that they did not take their modrimsssy.
In line with this, IDI02 shared that:

“Tapos murag magsalig na without learning sa mga lesson ngdidiaaMagsalig nalang.
‘Ah mao ni ang answer’, ana parehas sa Math, di na ma absorb kay mao ni ang answer.”
(Learners seeatlto be more reliant without learning the lessons in the module. Thegweul
dependent just like in Math. They could not absorb the lesson becaussvefakey.)

Moreover, other participants noticed that some children gain nothing frectldireferring to the answers key without
reading their modules first. As a result, they only learned superficialy directly copying the answers key.
IDI06 expressed that:

“Kay kung mudiretso ra sila sa pangutana, unyalifiua diay sa answers key, wa gyuy
matunan ang mga bata ma’am.”

(If they would go directly to the questions, and then glanced emarbwers key, the children
would not learn anything from it.)
Causing Dilemma Dueto Errors
The incorrect answers key had become less reliable to some parents ig glggiinchildren answer their modules.
Because of the inaccuracies, and incoherence of the answers key, sanexed were bothered and confused as it could cause
mistakes to the learners.
This idea was linked to the responses of IDI01 who voiced her standpoints:
“Dili siya perfect tanan. Naa puy uban nga gibaliktad lang ang letters sa answer. Murag ana
gud ma’am.”

(The answers key was imperfect because there were some inverted oedeéttdrs in the
answers key. Something like that.)

It was supported by IDI04 stating that: www.ijrp.org

“Naay dili mao ang answer ma’am...dili masaligan kay kulang og naay gamayng error
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(There werancorrect answers...it was not reliable due to incompleteness and few errors.)

Meanwhile, as parents used the answers key to guide their children iniagsthermodules, some of them detected
incoherence between some items and answers key. They haweditbat the answers to some activities were not found in the
answers key, hence causing confusion to them and learners as well.

IDIO3 claimed that:

“Sa akoang tan-aw, murag naa lage usahay ma’am dili accurate ang instruction kay ang bata
maglibog usahay answeran ba to kay wala sa answer §endna ma’am ba. Naa juy usahay
ma’am nga ang plastada kay bali-bali. Pati sa ginikanan, kay diha naman ang panahon nga
magpatabang ang anak, kay nalibog naman sila kay lagamaa question ang mga answers
nga naa sa answer key usahay.”

(As what | have observed, there seems to have some inaccuracies imistrtiotions. My child
got confused as to what activities to answer becaus@stnot found in the answers key.
Something like that. There were also instances where the arrangement of dagwesss
unorganized or switched. Even to the parents, because that wamsedhghere the child asks
help when they are confused with unrelated questions and answegsaimswers key.)

Likewise, IDI06 claimed that:

“Kay makahatag siya ug kalibog ma’am ba. Basig tama na diay among answer ma’am unya
ang didtua sa answers key, mali. So, aha man jud among sundon?”’

(Because it only caudeonfusion especially when you already have the right answer gt wh
you looked at the answers key, it was different. So, what should we ®llow

Meanwhile, due to the errors like incorrect, unorganized, and incoherent ak@yesome parents were stressed and
dismayed about it. Instead of having answers key for convenienegaite a headache to most of them.
With this, IDIO5 stressed that:
“Naa ju'’y usahay nga ma-buryong gyud, masakit imong ulo ba kay ibaliktad pa nimg an
answers key nya naa pa ju'y uban nga di mabasa, nya naa pu’y bisan unsaon nimo, dili man
jud sila magkasigma uy. Gi unsa mani? Naa nama’y example nya lahi man iyang answer.
Bisa’g unsaon, mao man jud ni’y answer. Naa juy kas-a ma’am naglagot ko. Nakahilak ko sa
akong kalagot nganong ing-ni mani?... Ingemga ‘ayy.. unsaon man nato na nga lahi man
ilang answer? Hala, ipadayon na diha, dili nalang nako nadkcltoa nalang nang i-note
diha nga ingsni.””

(Sometimes, it irritated me and caused me headaches to invert the answersskiflysbeing
some unclear answers. Sometimes, some answers were really incoherent withntipdes
which male me question the process of it. There was also a time that | really crieidamgieo
because of the incoherent and vague answers key. | just told rtys@mtinue answering even
if the answer was not found in the answers key. | would not dhéwtead we would just put
a note there.)

Finally, IDI07 emphasized that:

“Pero kining mali, naa’y error sa answers key, mag lalis mi kay gusto lagi niya sundon ang
katong answer unya ang ako kay kabalo man kong mura’g mali para sa akoa, naa ju’y error,
mao nang ako siyang tudluan kung unsa’y tama. So ang effect siguro kung naa’y mali nga
answer didtoa sa answers key, imbes nga makatuon angpb@tas, mag lalis na hinoun mo
kay mura siya’g ma confuse na nuon ang bata kung unsa gyud ang tama nga answer kay mali
man. Lahi imong tinuohan kay kabalo ka unsa’y tama nya ang answers key lahi pud so ang
bata, naa baya pud jud pu’y tendency ning akong mga anak nga didto motuo sa module. Kay
gikan lagi daw sa ilang teacher ang module. Mao nangnngra’'am, mao na'’y effect para

sa akoa.”

(We argued about the errors in the answers key because my child would reallyorvatibw

the answers key even if | know in myself that it was incorrect. Thalys | would achhim

the correct one. So, probably, the effect of having incorrect ansegradsthat it confused

the child instead of learning from it. You and your child have diffebeliefs and there was
also a tendency that my child would believe in the module because fat homes frommhigrp.org
teacher. That was the reason why and that was the effect for me.)
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Standpoints of Teacherson the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-Learning M odules (SLM)

After analyzing the responses of teachers about their standpoints arcltigon of answers key in the self-learning
modules, the following themes emerged: (1) servirgraterence; (2) promoting dishonesty and laziness; and (3) havialiable
answers key.

Serving as a Reference

The answers key was perceived by the teachers as immediate feedbaoknebicraged self-learning by assisting learners
in evaluating their own results. They often referred to it when respgptalquestions from students and parents about the activities
in the self-learning modules. Even in the absence of teachers, utilizesd as a reference for students at home.

This conceptvas linked to the responses of FGD6 who expressed his standpoints:

“l do agree with the inclusions of answers key in the module bedhere are some parents
who are so busy in their work, and sometimes | have ardtoda learner that her parents are
so busy and sometimes left alone, togeth@: a yaya or a guardian, and this guardian doesn’t
have any background in education. So, | do think that theeaasey could also be a big help
to the child. Just like when we take our LET exams as a teacheelénelview. As what have
you observedvien we buy books, there are...what have you observed in the last part of the
book? There are answers key, and we could use that ornguédedor us if we do not know, or
if we do not understand what’s the question in that book. So, I guess that’s also a big help for
our learners.”

(I do agree with the inclusion of answers key in the module bechere were busy parents
who left their children to a guardian or helper. Just like my student, ahes@metimes left
alone with a helper or guardian who does not have any backgroadddation. So, | do think
that the answers key could be a big help to the child. Just like when weupbET exams,
we also had self-review. And what we have observed when wiedmkg? There were answers
key that we could use as our guide in understanding such questianefore, that was also a
big help for our learners. Thank you.)

Meanwhile, other participants thought that answers key was important te gralearners to check whether their answers
were correct or wrong since answers key was easily accessiblenioduges.
With this, FGD3 stressed that:
“We need to attach the ano in order for them to evaluate their overrmparfce if they are
doing well in their self-learning modules. They could also evaluate themsdietheaw it is
wrong or right.”

(We need to attach the answers key for the learners to evaluatewhgiedormance if they
were doing well in their self-learning modules. They could also evaluatettsvers whether
it was right or wrong

Furthermore, FGD7 stated that:

“My standpoint is...attaching answer keys is very helpful because, makita nila yung sagot at
tsaka alam na nila kung ano yung tama or ano yung mali. So, for me, para sa ‘kin helpful yung
answer ke ”

(Attaching the answers key was very helpful because they couldesaeswers and they would
also know the right and wrong answers. So, for me, answensa®helpful.)

On the other hand, utilization of SLMs was implemented to let learnerggerthieir education at home amidst the threats
of the pandemic and absence of physical interaction with their teachers. Soneestémtieved that with the use of answers key,
learners can still be guided.

In line with this, FGD4, expressed that:

“Inclusion of answer key can be a big help for the students specially there’s no teachers. Wala
man tayo doon na mag guide sa kanila. There are unfamiliedsveven if we are teachers,
there are topics that we did not discuss every day and past topies ne,need to ano na
refer.”

(Inclusion of answers key can be a big help for the studespecmlly when there were no
teachers, like us, to guide them personally. There were things that wie nefed to the answers
key especially the unfamiliar words and other topics which we have nossist www.ijrp.org

More so, FGD1 affirmed that:
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“l also know na pinag isipan talaga nila bakit ininclude nila angvensskey sa mga self-
learning modules. And also, | do believe na answers key ay gapatdlagang iattach sa self-
learning modules because the word itself “self” meaning you need to evaluate yourself and you
need a direct feedback with your performance.”

(I also knew that they had thought it well why they included the arsskey in the self-learning
modules. And | also do believe that answers key should be attached in the selflemuhules
because as the word “self” implies, you need to evaluate yourself to have a direct feedback of
your performance.)
Promoting Dishonesty and L aziness
While some participants preferred to include the answers key as part of tleasgtig module, others opposed with that
idea as it could make other learners lazy and dishonest with their owararespecially if not being supervised by an adult.
In connection with this, FGD4 claimed that:
“They will just keep on relaxing and wala silang na learn ma’am sa all the topics na nagdating
nalang tayo ng quarter two... They will just submit, submit and submit but wala silang na learn.
Hindi sila naka gain. Parang yung this year, although the Dap&tboking or finding ways
but still for the learners, big impact siya masyado ma’am na dili kaayo niya masabtan or ma
digest ang mga topics kaycourse wala ang teacher. *

(They will just keep on relaxing without learning anything evewef were donen quarter
two...They would just submit without learning anything. They haveeghimothing. Although
the DepEd is finding ways but still, it has affected the learners in ahaayhe lessons were
not fully absorbed since there were no teachers who personally teath the

Further, other participants noticed that the presence of answers key lheaftexis to be too dependent and lazy instead
of being diligent in answering the modules.
FGD2 stressed that:

“I disagree in the inclusions of answer key in the slm. Why? Kasi nasabi na kanina . Parang
itong dahilan na para maging tamad yung mga bata. Baemakikita ko parang walang
learning na nangyayari kasi they just copied the answer from the module.”

(I disagree with the inclusion of answers key. Why? Becausead éearlier, it becomes the
cause of laziness. Also, | observed that there were no learnings happésmthas would just
copy the answers from the module.)

Furthermore, few teachers believed that they cannot guarantee honestsainemethe learners since they cannot
physically monitor them. With the easy access to the answers kégcknaf supervision from parents, children might be tempted
to copy the answers key.

Lastly, FGD1 emphasized that:

“Diraa pud nato ma-test ang responsibility sa parents and the hamestgtegrity of the
learner.”

(It was also our way to test the responsibility of the parents as wak &®hesty and integrity
of the learner.)
Having Unreliable AnswersKey
Switching letters, inconsistent, and incoherent answers with the activities fiothe modules, and unclear instructions
were among the issues that some teachers observed in the self-learditgsmBor some participants, they noticed that some
answers key was unreliable due to some incorrect answers. These ermgsther typographical or literally incorrect which led
to confusion and misinformation.
This concept was associated to the responses of FGD3 who voiced his standpoint
“If you check all the modules, since it was being provided by the teachers, | would not say that
all the answers given provided in the module are all correct.”

(If you check all the modules, | will not say that all of the answersimibdule were all correct,
even if it was being provided by the teachers.)
It is supported by FGD6, affirming that:
“I do agree that there were errors in the modles.
Moreover, other participant who was once a module writer too, understoasbthaterrors were overlooked by some
writers due to some reasons like time constraints. This shortcaimingd not solely be blamed to the writetsirp.org
FGD5 asserted that:
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“l think it is quality assured and dumaan na po yan sa LB&;ning Resource Evaluation.
So, | do believe if there would be errors, there would be | thinkteanical errors lang gyud
na...pero hindi siya nabantayan sa writer noh kasi nalibat na ang writer kay syempre daghang
kay nag ideas nga nagadagan ni writer. Regarding with threeakey, tama gyud, na gawas
nga dili pud nato solely iblame sa mga writers kay, as a writaragrkita ang nidagdag sa
weight nila and pressure.”

(I think that it was already quality assured by the LRE or Learnirsgitee Evaluation. So, |
do believe that if there weerrors in the module, it would be only technical errors...Regarding
the answers key, it was overlooked by the writer probably becauseioffso many ideas on
his or her head. Besides, it was indeed right not to solely blame the Wréeasise as a writer
also, it seems that we were adding to the weight and pressure that they werg facin

On the other hand, a participant viewed answers key as unreliable espediad#lyojpinionated or open-ended type of
activities since not everything in the answers key had exact correct arldesece, there was no substantial learning on the part of
the learners.

FGD4 shared that:

“In the part of teachers, we really do not identify what would be the learnings of the
students because most of our students really rely on the answewved®yin the
opinionated learning activities or learning enhancements. Example, in ther &egw
we put there, “depende sa sagot ng bata”, Kahit yan, ilagay pa yan nila sa kanilang
answer sheet. In that case, where would be the learning?”
(In our part as teachers, we really do not identify the extent of thergarof the
students because most of them really rely in the answers keyrettee opinionated
learning activities or learning enhancements. For instance, the answessy&y
‘answer may vary’. The learners would even write it in their answer sheet. In that case,
where is their learning?)

Experiences of the Parents on the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-L earning M odules (SLM)

As I had examined the participants’ responses on their experiences regarding the inclusion of answers key in the self-
learning modules, three (3) major themes were manifested: (1) incorremtieisEompleteness of answers key; (2) promotion of
laziness and dishonesty; and (3) difficulties in guiding children.

Incorrectness and Incompleteness of AnswersKey

Some participants viewed answers key with incorrect and ambiguous amghvieisconfused the students. For them, this
could lead them to assume they have the correct answers and factdolmeynverted and switched responses, as well as
incomprehensible ones due to the tiny and distorted font.

In line with this, IDI01 said that:

“Naa puy uban na baliktad ang mga wordings? Ambot, sa pagplastaad®i jud mabasa.
Naa jud bisag balihon nako sa pikas, di gyud pareho, dasaalSa murag pagplastar siguro
to.”

(There were other answers in the answers key which were inverteds incomprehensive,
probably because of its arrangement. Even if you rotate it, still, it was unieaBiabmaybe it
was because of its arrangement.)

In addition, IDI05 affirmed that:

“Mga stiuggle jud sa iyahang answers key. Naa man ju'y sa activity dili mabasa ma’am ba
tungod kay gagmay ang letra. Naa pu’y uban nga blurry ma’am, naa pu’y mga ing-ana
ma’am.”

(There were really difficulties with regards to the used of anskeysbecause there were
incomprehensive activities due to very small fonts. Other activities were alsp)blur

Meanwhile, other participants observed a lot of errors in the answerhdewould lead to misapprehension to both
learners and parents.
IDIO3 stressed that:

“Sama sa atong giingun nako sa imuha ma’am answer nga dili mao unya maglibog pud ang
bata kung tama ba to maong mangutana sila. Mao pud gamong problema na na-
encounter.” WWW.ijrp.org
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(As what | have told you that the answers key was not correct as taalficsed the child in
verifying her answers. That is why our children would have askethaswas also the problem
that we encountered.)

It was supported by IDIO6, stating that:

“Unya, ang uban pud nga naa’y tubag, mali-mali pud lagi ma’am. Bisan pag makatabang man
gyud ma’am noh ang answers key labi na ako kay pila raman akong naabot sa pag-iskwela
pero makabasaasa man pud ma’am. Makasabot man pud siguro ta. Unya, unsaon ta man nga
daghan ma’y mga mali-mali pud. Unya dili kaayo sakto ug tubag. Unya dili pud maayg
pagexplain. Pareha anang sayanon nga mga subject, pareha anang Aral. Pan., kung naa’y
mga pangutana, syempre naa raman na didto sa gidiscoeslaée. Ang nabutang didto sa
answers key kay lahi ang tubag. Nagbutang man didto &gtsd lahi pud nga topic. Unya
bisa’g unsaon nako’g pangita didto sa answers key, wala man gyud didto ang tubag. Unya
sayon ra biya to. Makabalo man mi ma’am.”

(Other activities may have answers key but incorrect. We, parents, maynbayinished
studying, but we also know how to read and understand. Althanglyers key can help us but
there were still many errors and unrelated answers, as well as incomplete texqpldnat lile

in some easier subjects like Araling Panlipunan in which the activities wenel fim the
discussion of the modules, the answers key was incorrect. The atissvers/ere the answers
for different topic. Even if | review the answers key, | still aatrfind the answer. | know it for
sure because it is an easy activity for me, but it still has incorrect answer.)

On the other hand, other participants noticed that some activities lacked correetsanswould not be found in the
answers key. Some activities also do not have clear instruction arat doincide with the answers key.
IDIO7 expressed that:

“So far, okay man siya kay kung assessment every lesson naa man jud didtoa naa didto kung
unsay answer pero ang reklamo lang sa akong anak arswgrakey base pud sa akong natan-
aw, naa pu’y mga part sa mga activity nga wala ang answers key.”

(So far, answers key was helpful especially during assessment of everyilesise module.
The only thing my son complained about the answers key heaarswers of some activities
were not found in the answers key.)
Promotion of Laziness and Dishonesty
For some participants, the laziness and dishonesty of some childrerthg hindrances in gaining meaningful learning.
They observed that some children were too dependent with the presamssvefs key, lazy to study the content in the modules,
and dishonest with their answers because they only copied fromstiverarkey.
In line with this, IDIO6 expressed that:

“Usahay maglagot lagi pud ko aning mga bataa kay pag maglisod sila, makit-an nalang nako
nga gikopya nilang answer didto sa answers key. Matingalam&oba nga usahay kadali ra
kaayo mahuman. Gipangkopya naman diay ang answerbksg. pa daw langayan nga naa
man daw answers key unya dili man daw mailhan sa maestraukaheck raman daw na.”

(Sometimes, | got angry with my children because | usually catch topying the answers
key especially when they struggle with some items. | wonder sme®tivhy they finished the
modules ahead of time. Its because they copied it from the answemhky also said why to
delay answering when they can go directly to the answers key. Thdieteacoud not notice
it, anyway, because they would just check it directly.)

Consequently, other parents observed that some children depend mo#iy answers key without reading and
understanding each lesson from the modules. Throughout the mieduidang, they noticed that they have become lazier, dishonest
and devaluing the learning.

With this, IDI03 stated that:

“Usahay dili jud ingon na sa tanan subjects nga ilang na-answenrag makabalo mi, kay
usahay dili naman lang mangutana ang mga bata, mao todgajiaopy ba gyud nila ang
answer key. Kabalo naman ta sa mga bata nga usahag taptdon nalang sila, mu answer
nalang...Wa gyu’y matun-an ma’am kay di naman sila mubasa atong mga story, paragraph or
instructions ba na naa didto sa module. Kung mudiretso lang sila, ahh wala ju'’y makat-unan
angbata” WWw.ijrp.org
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(Sometimes, we do not know if our children really answered all the subjawstly because
sometimes they would not ask help from us. The reason wasdfatitbady copied the answers
from the answers key. We also know that sometimes our children vbeglime lazy in
answering, that is why, they tend to just copy... They would not learn anything because they
would not read the stories, paragraph, or instructions in the modulg. Widwed not gain
anything if they would go directly to the answers key.)

Likewise, IDIO7 expressed that:

“Ang bata man gud naa’y tendency nga kung makabalo sila nga naa diay answers key ang
module nga gihatag sa ilang maestra, mo ingon naman noun sa akoa nga, “Ma, dili na lang
nato ni basahon, isulat na lang nato kungrumg naa sa answers key. So, struggle siya ma’am

no labaw na iyang papa, gusto sa iyang papa basahon para naa’y makat-onan. Unsaon maning
akong bugoy kay di naman hinuon jud siya mo basa kap didlang daw sa answers key
mutan-aw diretso. So imbes hinuon nga makabalo, maka practibmazg makabasa sa
question, wala na gyud ma’am kay labon na’g lisod ang item, didto na lang jud siya mo
diretso’g tan- aw sa answers key sa module.”

(When the child learned that there was an attached answers key iliflearséng module, he
would have the tendency to directly refer to the answers key withodingethe content
anymore. It was a challenge, especially in the part of his father, béwausmted our child to
learn something. The problem with my child was that he does nottavessid because he just
wants to directly copy the answers key. So, instead of learning acticprreading, there was
no learning at all, especially in answering difficult items, he would direetér to the answers
key in the module.)

Moreover, as a result of children’s dishonesty and laziness, some parents believed that it could lead to superficial learning.
Some children did not care about their studies as long as they could coenpguirement of submitting the modules and answer
sheets to their teachers.

IDIO1 stated that:

“Kay kung magsalig lang gyud ang bata sa answer key unya dili siya magbasa atong content

sa iyang lesson nga nakasulat didtua sa module, murag useless. Di jud siya kasabot ma’am ug
unsa to iyang gipang answer kay wa man to niya gibasagrg gralin. Diretso naman siya.
Murag “Ah basta kay maka-answer lang ko”. Naa juy time nga mudiretso silag kuan sa answer
key, dili nagud to basahan tung mga content sa aralin. Diretsoareswsar key. Tapos murag
magsalig sa answer key.”

(Everything would be useless if the child would be dependent to theeemkey and will not
read the content anymore. He would not understand what he is anshermge he did not
read the lesson. He would be complacent for just answering without re&dimgtimes, he
would skip the content and directly copied the answers key, which miakekependent to it.)
Difficultiesin Guiding Children
Most parents encountered difficulties especially in supervising their chilreause of work or challenges with the
modules itself. For some participants, they were facing challenges withnigdlbir children at home due to confusing items,
incorrect and vague answers key, and difficult subject areas. It wetedisus for them to recall the topics in order to explain it to
their children.
IDI02 shared that:

“Pero sa questions kana diha usahay confusing ang ilahang mga questions nga which is usahay
pati ako nga ginikanan, usahay dili masabtan. Naay timeanank dili ka kasabot bisan
Grade 1 lang na, pero nay time ba nga murag ang question ba maka confuse jud.”

(The questions were sometimes confusing, which also confused mene@eadie 1 lessons.
Although, it was an easy one, but some questions get confusiegises.)

More so, IDI06 stressed that:

“Mao gyud na’y problema diha kay grade 5 paman ma’am, maglisod man gani ta aning plus
minus, unsa nalang kaha nang about na ug mga division. tdaglisod biya. So magpatabang
gvud sa akoa ma’am. Naa ma’y mga lisod gyud biya ma’am. Unya ang mga ang mga answers

key didto kay lahi ang topic. Unya ang activity lahi naman puab Rang makaingon ngavwsgg.org
siya kay dili mi makapangita ug kanang pattern kung unsagrapawer kay lahi man ang i-
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discuss sa example ma’am. Unya pag-abot na sa activity nga mag-answer na mi, lahi na man.
So, maglisod na mi ma’am.”

(That was our problem now because my child is only grade 5. Wil weally struggle. | even
struggle with addition and subtraction only, how much more withsidn and other
complicated lessons. So, my child would seek help from me especiallyiffithltdactivities.
Unfortunately, some answers were not found in the answereikiyg answers were not related
to the activities. | could also tell that it was challenging because we cannat fiaitiern how

to answer it because the things that were discussed in the modulestfeomddan the answers
key.)

Consequently, the answers key was limited to subjective type afise®ronly that required specific answers. Some
activities which did not have answers in the answers key required ritd@rvautputs or objective type answers which varied from
one learner to another.

IDIO7 asserted that:

“Ang isa pud siguro sa mga performance. Like for example, sa arts ilahang module, magpa
drawing didto ug festival for example or magpa check sa ilang tetoper&ana ganing mga
performance ma’am nga kung naa didto sa module nga dapat musayaw ang bata or mukanta

ang bata. Pwede mang gud siya nga dili na buhaton sa batalkagagtan- aw ang teacher.
So, challenge sa amo nga parent kay gusto pud mi ngahi-gmg among anak nga mo drawing,
musayaw, Mo jogding, dheck kung pila pintig sa heart kung ato nga activity ma’am. So
challengingsiya no kay lisod, magsalig sila kay wala’y teacher nitan-aw sa ilaha.”

(Another thing was the performance. For instance, in Arts, the moelyléed them to draw a
festival or check their own temperature. There were activities in the module thatesskeds
to either sing or dance. They could also not do it since there was hertedw will checked
on them. So, it was a challenge for us parents, because we alsuwelnitdren to perform the
things in the module such as drawing, dancing, jogging, @mpgulse rate and heartbeat. It
was challenging because children would have the possibility not tplgaimce no teacher
monitors them.)

On the other hand, the lack of other learning resources was one of the @satienging self-learning modules. Although
the answer key was accessible and inadequate, particularly for parents wbiovelint their children to depend on it. Books, the
internet, notes, and other references were examples of learning tiatanhhelp students improve their knowledge and validate
their answers.

In line with this, IDIO3 expressed that:

“Naglisod gyud me ato ma’am. Sa face to face makabalo ang bata sa school unya wala na sila
ka take note unya wala pajuy libro. Murag naglisod jud mi ato ma’am...Usa pa ang module
nipis raba kaayo na gamay lang nga mga activity ang ilangndargohan nga compared
sauna nga libro, daghan jud sila ug makaix ato ma’am.”

(We struggled a lot that time because they do not have any notes andddks. Unlike in
face to face classes, the child can learn well. But now, itwAsult...Also, the modules were
thin with only few activities to learn, compared to books, whicllcdcbe a source of essential
learning.)

Likewise, IDIO6 asserted that:

“Sa tinuod lang, mao gyud na ang problema karon kay wala gyud nag provide ang eskwelahan

0 ang maestra og libro o kanang resources man guro ta\aggpaa makita pud namo ba nga
maskin wala siya didto sa module, kay gamay raman angigipdilto na topic. Unya ang
nakapait karon, wala man pu’y mga libro nga gipanghatag. Unya unsaon man pud namo pag
magresearch mi sa internet nga muna-muna raman pud, sa jpagkagn raman pud. Mag
lisod gyud pud kaayo ma’am.”

(Honestly, that is the problem now, because the schools did not @@wdooks or resources,
if that is what you call it. There were no books to refer since modules have few
lessons...What made it more difficult was the lack of books. Also, how could we research o
the internet when our money was only enough for our dadlgle® That is whyit was very
difficult for us.)
WWw.ijrp.org
Furthermore, other parent admitted that they helped their children answerdihiesrar answering it by themselves. They
defended that letting their children answer alone would take several dayisho fin
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In line with this, IDIO1 explained that:

“Kini akong grade 3 makaapil gud kog sulat sa module niya ma’am. Dili jud perfect na siya
angmosulat tanan. Kay ako nadamay jud ko kay kung siya akong pasulaton ma’am, maylag sa
isa ka semana naay duha ka module masulat...Bisan ako parent makatabang man gyud kog
answer sa akong mga anak ma’am. Honest lang gyud ko, makatabang man gyud ko. Maka
answetjud ko ug apil kay usahay mag tinapulan, nah "mama’’

(In my experience, it is not my grade 3 son who answers everytbgagibe sometimes, | write

it myself. If I let him answer alone, it would take more than a kwt® finish two
modules...Honestly speaking, | also help my child answering his module because sometimes,
he was lazy and would call my name to write for him.)

Experiences of the Teacherson the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-Learning Modules (SLM)

As 1 had examined the participants’ responses on their experiences regarding the inclusion of answeirs theyself-
learning modules, three (3) major themes were manifested: (1) duplichtimswers from answer key; (2) incompleteness of
answers key; and (3) lack of guidance from parents.

Duplication of Answersfrom AnswersKey

Some teachers observed their learners’ answer sheets being directly copied from the answers key. They responded that the
answers of their learners were duplicated from the answers key including the errors and ‘answers may vary’. These problems caused
insignificant learning and showed less guidance from parents andadthits.

The ideas are linked to the responses of FGD1 on his experience:

“Ang nabutang nalang didto kay ang answer jud sa likod kay you cannot deny the fact nga
nangopya raman gyud sila sa answers key sa likod

(The answers written in their answer sheets were the answers keyafithe end of the module.
You cannot deny the fact that children really copied the answers feangwers key at the
back of the module.)

Meanwhile, other participants noticed that most learners did not scan ntneeaddules first before trying to answer on
their own. This also bothed her because of the fact that there was no learning at all.
In line with this, FGD5 also shared her experience:

“I have an experience that, let’s assume, half of my class, I can already with the ocular

inspection that they truly copy the answer key without truly scanning their sims...Most of the
students prefer to copy the self-learning modules in a very quick manneutétren thinking
twice, without even reviewing every activities or every quizzes that is includedsintvehich
is a little bit bothering because it seems that learning is a little bit in the copyihgimet’

(I have experienced through my ocular observation on my learmeticéd that they directly
copied the answers key without even scanning the modules...Most of the students prefer to copy
the self-learning modules in a very quick manner with@sitation or without even reviewing
every activity or quiz that was included in the sim. It was quitedsith because it seems that
learning was already in the copying method.)
Moreover, other participant observed that some of their learners duplicated weesakesy. They also noticed that they
did not read the modules because of the copied answers from thesaksyvétence, some students become lazy due to the presence
of answers key.
FGD2 expressed that:

“Sa nakikita ko parang walang learning na nangyayari kasi they just copied the answer from
the module... our pupils would become lazy...they did not read the slm, they just copy directly
the answers key.”

(In my observation, it seems that no learning happened because gheggied the answers
directly from the answers key in the module. Our pupils woeldaky because they did not
read the sIm. They just directly copied the answers key.)
Incompleteness of AnswersKey
Due to the sudden shift to modular learning using the self-learniniyles with attached answers key, some errors and
inconsistencies were identified by the teachers. These include incompletesakewers well as incorrect ones which caused
confusion to learners, parents, as well as teachers. For the teachers, ¢hepdeaved that some activities do not have complete
answers key especially the subjective type of exercises. www.ijrp.org
In line with this, FGD1 shared that:
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“Ang akong nabantayan jud sa answers key kay if objective type, daghang jud kaayo ang sa
boxes, kompleto jud siya pero if subjective nga yung iba-ilmpaanswer, wala na ginainclude
sa ubang writers so naa didto nga nakit-an nako ngalennda subjective type man siya kay
let’s say or naghimo to sila ug own nila nga drawing ba to, kay wala na nila giinclude didtua.
Pwede man gud ibutang nga kuntahay sa Pagnilayan Natin,abanihsagot or gumawa ka
nito, wala na nila giinclude sa box o pag-uli sa medsd bata...Basta objective type kay
kompleto jud pero kung subjective kay wa na nila ginainclude sa box”

(I have observed with the answers key that the answers fectgj type activities were
completely supplied, whereas for the subjective type it was incomplbteel seen some
subjective type activities like requiring learners to draw, yet the answignmfas not included
in the answers key. It could have been provided as ‘answers may vary’, but for Pagnilayan Natin
which supposed to have answers may vary was not included. Barher did not also answer
it when he or she returned the modules. ..For the objective type, the answers were complete, but
for the subjective type, it was not included in the box or answery key.

Furthermore, other participants experienced that other parents asked thethehaogtear instructions and answers key
which were confusing both to the parents and learners.
FGD?2 affirmed that:

“I have experienced that three (3) or four (4) parents ask me about the answer key. They said,
‘ma’am, bakit mali po yong sagot?’. Kasi MAPEH yon parang Music ata. Then, one other
subject is paraaaang Math.”

(I have experienced that three (3) or four (4) parentscasle about the answer key. They said,
‘ma’am, why is the answer wrong?’. I think it was MAPEH, particularly Music. Then, another
subject was maybe Math.)

FGDG6 asserted that:

“My experience was about the images in the module. The instruction was not clearly stated
because there are some images that are, nawala gali siya? So the parent keep on asking ‘ma’am
pwede maklaro ang instruction?’”

(My experience was about the images in the module. The instructionovatearly stated
because there were some missing images. So the parent kept on asking tothaarify
instructions.)

Hence, other participant observed some answers key as unreliable. At,gpaeents were confused at the same time,
teachers took so much time figuring out how to respond to theileguer
FGD4 mentioned that:

“There are times na matagal ko ma-answer ang queries nila kung “Paano ito ma’am?” Kasi
nahirapan din sila ba kasi hindi maintindihan yung answersSkeywong pag assist sa kanila
or pag give ng explanation, matagalan pa kagigiarch ko pa man kung anong gagawin.”

(There were times that | responded quite late to their queries about liowttbecause the
got confused due to incomprehensive answers key. That is why, thg givassistance or
explanation was delayed because | researched about it beforehand.)
Lack of Guidance from Parents
Meanwhile, some participants noticed that certain parents and guardians did atiépgn to their children's education
because of the duplicated answers from the answers key.
In line with this, FGD7 stressed that:
“Malaman mo talaga na pinabayaan na yong bata na sumawgatgaisa, walang guidance
ng parent kasi yongagkopya niya sa answer key, diretso kahit nilagay doon na ‘may iba’t-
ibang mga sagot’, kinopya. Ma-assess ko na yong bata na pinabayaan siya na sumagot ng
kaniyang module. Kasi sa amin grade 3, hindi pa kasi pwedgiyindependent sila na sasagot.
Unlike lang yung sa matatalino na talaga... Pero sa mga question, halimbawa maraming
subject, iba’t-ibang quarter at tsaka iba 't-ibang module. So siguro hindi na makaya ng parent

yung padassist.”

(You will really know that the child was being neglected by the parents s tiagir angweigp.org
were duplicated from the answers key even if it stated, ‘answers may vary’. I could assess that
the parents did not guide the child in answering the module. Because in3giiadeas not



Charizthea Paula C. Hinay / International Journal of Research Publications (1JRP.ORG) @ JJRP'ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

597

advisable to let the children answer independently unlike those smart anel arage
learners...Probably, the parents cannot assist the children well due to havingmaealwes to
answer.)

Meanwhile, other participant received incomplete outputs from learners. This skamkeaf attention from parents at
home.
FGD4 asserted that:

“Kasi yung mga ipasa previously, yung iba nga hindi na kammng answer nila kasi
napagod na siguro or hindi natin alam kasi running out of timesiguro sila or walang
guidance sa parents, only the child.

(The answer sheets submitted previously were incomplete, probably debaysan out of
time or there was no guidance from the parents. They probablglehild answer alone.)

One of the dilemmas that teachers faeed parents or guardians’ lack of attention to their children especially while
answering modules. They thabserved that parents did not facilitate the learning of their children, insteagyshket them copy
the answers from the answers key.

With this, FGD5 claimed that:

“Third, most of the parents, they would not try to assist their student. They would directly
instruct their student or their learners at home to directly copy the arl@ydos them to have
no responsibility at all. | mean, they putting off their responsibilitysisisting their students
to learn more what'’s inside of the SLM. ...For me, kailangang gyud siya tanggalon kay sa akoa
through my observation and vibi ‘ve checked my students’ output, wala gyud siya’y learning
nga nahitabo kay ang ilahang na condition ba kay copy nalang diretso sa answer key. *

(Third, most of the parents would not try to assist their student. Thajdwdirectly instruct
their children at home to directly copy the answers key in ordexstape from their
responsibility. | mean, they put-off their responsibility in asgistimeir children to learn the
contents from the slm... for me, it really needs to be removed because in my observatian whil
checking my students’ output, there was no learning at all since they were conditioned to
immediately copy the answers key.)

Coping M echanism of the Parents on the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-L earning M odules (SLM)

As | had examinedhe participants’ responses on their coping mechanism regarding the inclusion of answers key in the
selfdearning modules, four (4) major themes were manifested: (1) discouraging child’s dependence to answers key; (2) being present
to guide &ild’s learning; (4) using other references; and (3) skipping uncleadiffimdiit activities.

Discouraging Child’s Dependence to Answers Key

Some parents instructed their children not to rely on the answers keyeintoravoid being confused and committing
errors. Also, others held to their ideals of upholding fairness aadrity by sticking to their own answers instead of using the
answers key.

In connection to this, IDIO1 shared that:

“Yes ma’am kung confident siya saiyang answer, ‘maingon man siya “naa man diri ma oh, oh,
naa man diri oh nakasulat’ “aww sige. ‘Nisalig man kaha ka saimong answer?” ana siya ‘ahh
kani ra akoa uy, bahala na kung malian, mali’

(Yes, if she was confident with her answers, she would tell me that her angsverbased on
the lessons in the module. So | told her to stick with her own assfgre was confident with
it.)
Meanwhile, other parent taught her child to be honest by not relying tolo imthe answers key because she believed that
it was useless to have higher marks when the child does not realgogaéthing from it.
IDI02 expressed that:

“Pero never mi gapakli gyud didto sa answer key. Never gyud never. Honesty lang. Kay sa
karon na time, lisod para gud sa akoa Ma’am gusto gud ko nga makakuha sila ug higher grades.
Pero gusto nako na makuha nila na through sa ilang hdveegigg answer. Kanang gikan
gyud sa ilahang kakayahan, dili gyud na ga salig kayadanswers, ga salig kay duna naay
parents.”

(But we never scanned the answers key. We only aersMenestly especially nowadaysijrii.org
was hard. For me, | wanted my children get higher grades by ansvkeriegtly, without being
reliant to the answers key.)
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On the other hand, some parents allowed their children answer indepgideaetlly test their capacity. They wanted
their children learn on their own instead of being too dependent withrebere of the answers key.
IDI03 explained that:

“Kung maglisod jud galing, kay wala man pud namo sila giaigadagrely sa answer key kay
actually, murag dili man jud tinood na tama tanan ang answer. &gtopud gina encourage
ang bata nga dili magsalig sa answer key kay dili man pud s&ggueo tanan ang naa didto
nga answer. Kadtong unsa ang tama nga answer mao jubtw ayiunswer ma’am, mas
kabalo man mi nga mali to, di man pud pwede nga mao to-angwer sa bata kay magsalig
naman pud ang bata kay kani bisan mali e answer nato.”

(We also encouraged our children especially when they were experienffiogltiés in
answering the modules. We did not teach our children to rely to theeenkey because we
knew that not everything in it was correct. It was not also right to copyritieg answers key
because they will be dependent from trusting the wrong answersangiers key.)

Furthermore, other parents instructed children to stick with their owneassmd not to follow the answers key due to
some errors.

IDI04 expressed that:

“Ingon ko sagdi lang kung unsa imong answer sige lang tas kasagaran man gud sa answer key
ma’am nay answer may vary. Sa ilaha jud gikan ang kuan oh daghan jug answer may vary.”

(I'just told them to let their answers as ease since some of the akewevsrealso ‘answers
may vary’. I am also sure that their answers were really theirs because some answers key were
‘answers may vary.)

Likewise, IDI06 affirmed that:

“Gi-answeran lang gihapon namo didto ma’am. Gibutang lang gihapon namo didto sa papel
didto saiyang yellow pad kay kabalo man mi ma’am. Gi note ra namo didto ma’am nga wala
namo nakita ang kuan didtoa. So, sayon-sayon ra mandsig&ingnan nalang nako akong
mga anak nga isulat nalang ninyo inyong answer diha sa yetldvkay makit-an raman na
sainyong maestra inig check. Unya, mao na nga giingnan nakg akga anak nga ang
inyohang makabaluan nga tubag, isulat nalang dihaa maskifigliha sa answers key kay
makit-an raman na sainyuhang maestra inig check. Giingnan nako sila.”

(We still answered it in their yellow paper even if some answers were mat fiothe answers
key. We also added a note stating that we did not see the correct answer. Sinteityevas
quite easy, | just told my children to still write their answers becausdeheher will check it,
anyway.)
Being Present to Guide Child’s Learning
Giving assistance to children was one of the coping mechanisms pragficaine parents as it gave strength and
encouragement to their children to be motivated to learn. Moreover, they admipietsso much attention to their children in order
for them to learn and refrain from cheafin
In line with this, IDI01 stated that:

“Naa man jud ko pirminte ma’am kung mag-answer ming tulo (3) naa jud ko pirminte. So ako
jung ingnon nga ‘basaha, basahon jud kay para masabtan ninyo dili kay mudiretso mog adto
anang answer key, magsalig na himuw. Sige basahon. Kasabot?’ Kana. Tanawon man gyud
nako ma’am. Naa man jud ko sailing tapad Akoa jung monitoron.”

(I am always with my three children, always. So, | would rdalyruct them to read carefully
to understand the topic, instead of referring directly to the answeraskie will lead them to
be dependent to it. | would really check or monitor them because | sit Hesidg t

Likewise, ID104 claimed that:

“Ginaguide man gud nko sila ma’am mustorya mana sila nga nagkalisod, ‘lisod mani ma oy
unsaon mani siya?’ Ingon ko tan-awon nako, tan awon sa nako ang answer key usainako
explain. Ako ang una mutan-aw. I-explain nko sa ilaha ngaaimaon, ing-anaon pag-answer
anaon. Paghuman nilag answer didto na nako i-compareawamamo ug asa mimgapip.org
nagkamali diha i-explain nko sa ilaha nganong wala sila kasgboGinatagaan nako silag
chance ma’am na icorrect nako ilang answer. Ako na mag tan-aw ‘ma unsaon ni mutan-aw ko
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sa kuan’, mananghid sila. Ginaremind lang nko sila nga mag honest sila. Pirmente man nko na
sila ginaingnan gud ma’am.”

(I guided them in answering the modules. They also told me whetiesy have difficulties

answering specific activities. Then, | would refer to the answersd&éygould explain to them
how to answer it. After they answer, | compared it with the answgranatraced where they
committed errors. At the same time, | gave them chance to core@gcatiswers. They would
also ask permission if they can refer to the answers key. So, | aisoldemind them to answer
honestly.)

On the other hand, there were parents who also work for lividgsametimes, they were busy working to be able to
provide for the family. But it did not hinder them from guiding tlefildren with their modules.

IDI03 shared that:
“Gitabangan jud namu pag-ayo siya ana mam. Ang iyahang gibuhat mam nagkuangalach
siya sa iyang mga classmate unsay ilahang nasabtan puihgShalang pud bitaw mam kay
sa pagkakaron kami man jud mga ginikanan ang maestrkayillami man ang naa sa balay.
Actually ma’am, ako nagtrabaho man ko. Akong asawa mam dili pud kaggomatutukan
ang mga bata nga mag-answer kay naa puy giatiman mggygeero atleast naa ra sila sa isa
ka balay og naay pangutana ang mga bata, makapangutana sila sa ilang mama... “Manawag
na sila sarmua ma’am kung nganong in.ani, kanang gi confirm naman gud na nila ma’am kung
tama ba gyud to nga wala nila gi-follow ang sa answerkego kung makabalo lang pud mi
sa kuan, ma correct pud namu gyud ang dili mao nga answeran nga naa didto.”

(We really helped them in answering. Our children would ask their otassmates online.
They would share with other classmates about what they learned on thekFamwraw, we,
parents, served as their teachers. However, it wasohany part because | am also working at
the same time. My wife was the one left alone with my children, butifeycould not supervise
them directly because we have our baby. But atleast, our children hagersmto refer when
they wereconfused with some items...They would call us when they want us to confirm their
own answers. We also helgithem and correct them if they answered the wrong one.)

Moreover, IDIO5 asserted that:

“Kinahanglan jud nga tagaan nimo siya ug time labi na ana nga mga subject nga Mathematics,
Science, English. Sa mga major subjects, kailangan jud nga naayjtiche para asikasuhon
sila, imoha jud silang tutukan para ma guide jud ba nga mikala kay ma useless mang
gud ma’am kay basi’g mo li-li ba, ilaha nalang sundugon. Di man pud na pwede ngp@na.
Gina remind jud nako siya ma’am nga dili jud nimo sundugon ang kuan ha? Kinahanglan
magbasa ka dinhaa sa question, ug dili ka makasabot pangutana sa akoa, ayaw gyu’g diretso

sa answers key kay naaa.”

(We needed to make more time to teach subjects like math, science, aisth.Bigl must
devote our attention to those subjects in order to direct our childrepravide value to their
learning. Otherwise, it will be worthless because they will most likelylgadt at the answer
key. That can never happen because | alwagsnglchild not to copy but to read the questions
carefully and ask me if they have clarifications. | made it clear to ity ttfat he or she does
not go straight to the answer key.)

Consequently, giving punishment or consequences when chdbtlez or copy the answers key was somehow effective
to other parents. It was one way of disciplining them in order @anthot to practice dishonesty and laziness.
IDI06 shared that:

“Ginatugon man nako akong manghod ma’am nga kung mag diretso na sila ug answer sa
answers key, ayy. Ang akoang kwaon sa ila ma’am ang akong consequence kung mag inun-ana
sila ayy, sila mao’y mag kuan manghugas ang isa, isa ka adlaw...Kay kung muing-ana ana ko
nga bantayi gyuda kung mudiretso na’g kopya sa answers key kay wa gyud na’y matun-an.
Murag magpatabang ko ana sa akong manghod kay ‘tan-aw ana imong mga pagumangkon kay
maynalang ha di na sila mangopya kay kung mangopya na sila, wa jud na sila’y matun-an.’”

(I told my younger sibling that if my children would go directlythe answers key, | would
give them a consequence. If they would do it, they weuakh the dishes for a day...I reminded

him to watch over my children and ensure that they would not direqily the@ answersvikeip.org
otherwise, they will not learn anything.)
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Lastly, separating or detaching the answers key from the moduleneasfective strategy to others especially during the
first quarter of the school year where teachers printed the modules and justistéf@ade, separating the answers key was easier
for them.

IDIO7 emphasized that:

“So ang akong style, ginatanggal nako siya, ginabulag nako kay para lagi ang bata dili siya
diretso didtoa sa answers key. So inag dawat, inag pa amgwelide man na siya sa iyang
papa no, ako, ako lang sa ju'’y mag gunit sa answers key. Pag magsugod na sila ug answer,
ihatag nako sa iyang father ang answers key para guidesiyauung unsa diay tong mga
answer atong activity. May man tong sa una nga dili stya % style kay pwede nimo siya
tanggalon.”

(So, my strategy was | removed the answers key from the medulet my child would not
skip to the answers key. As soon as we received the modules, | &episvers key and his
father would guide him in answering the modules. When they startedngw!| cave the
answers key to my husband for him to be guided with the aassmespecific activities. The
modules before were better unlike now which was like a book, we camove the answers
key anymore.)
Using Other References
Researching on the internet and other references was one of the isitiait¢he parents and learners performed since
solely relying to modules was not enough. For the participants, seanctingation from the internet and other reference was one
of the ways to resolve issues concerning the inclusion of answeirs tee sim. It also developed thinking skills and responsibility
of their children’s learning.
In line with this, IDI03 also stressed that:

“Usa pud nga nakahatag ug tabang sa ilang pagskwela ma’am kay kining internet. Kay kung
maglisod sila sa ilahang kanang lesson sa module, dali nalagghkay load, maka-search
sa internet kung unsa’y meaning ba. Unsa’y pasabot sa word nga ilang nalisudan. Ginapa-
search nalang namo sailaha ma’am sa internet. para naa sila’y idea kung unsa ang answer na
gikihinanglanon maong gamit jud ma’am kung pabor sa amoa kung na’y internet connection
kay pwede na didto maka search ang mga.ba

(The internet has been one of the sources of learning because theyeasilydresearch
whenever they experienced difficulties in their lessons. By using thenat, they could find
the meaning of some difficult words so that they will have an ideatdbe right answer. As a
result, it was favorable in our part if theéeeinternet connection that our children can use for
searching.)

Moreover, IDI04 shared that:

“Kana lang naa mi kanang wala nasabtan usahay ug wa, mu tanaw mi sa libro ug wala jud
didto jud mi padung sa google. Magbasa pa sila ma’am usa sila mag answer sa mga question.

(When we got confused with some questions or activities, weerktfiebooks or if none, we
searclkedon the internet using the google. They would read first beforeeaing the questions.)

Likewise, IDIO5 claimed that:

“Naa man pud didto sa likod ma’am. Naa sa likod mga references, pwede man to siya nimo e
kuan ma’am e ano sa google.”

(The references were found at the back of the self-learning modules.n/getadeas from it
by searching it in google.)

Meanwhile, one parent discovered that using the notes of elder child was tejpunger child as it served as reference
in verifying answers.
IDI03 asserted that:

“Akong gina pasabot sa ilaha nga kung unsa ang nahibal-an ninyo sauna nga gi eskwelahan
ninyo labaw na nga naay manghod unya naay mga not&@uk magulang sauna sa grade
6, magamit gihapon mam. Nakatabang jud mam atgibre sa iyang ate sauna.”

WWw.ijrp.org
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(Yes. | made them understand that they could use the learning thbgfoael when they were
still studying in schools most especially the notebooks or noteklatso help them. The notes
of the elder sister have helped her younger sister a lot.)
Skipping Unclear and Difficult Activities
Other parents admitted that they sometimes skipped some challenging activitiéscaithct answers and confusing
instructions. For them, it was better to just skip some difficult activities sioicall activities required perfect answers.
In connection with this, IDIO1 pointed that:

“Kung dili, palaktawan lang nako. Muana siya nga ‘ma naa biya koy laktaw’ Ana ko ‘Sige lang.

Di man gyud na kinahanglan iperfect gyud nimo ba”

(If we cannot answer, we just skip it. My child would then tell me shatskipped some parts.
I would also reply that it is okay because it does not need to be perfect.)

Moreover, IDI06 admitted that:

“Unya naa gyuy panahon nga muingon nalang gyud ko nga laktawan nalang gyud nato na ‘nak
kay maskin ako wa ko kasabot. Ingon ko nga iskip natetg na. Magtug-an nalang gyud ta
sa tinuud nga wa gyud ta kasabot. Ingnon nalang nako ma’am uy kaysa magpakuan kuan.
Kabalo man mi nga di gyud mi kabalo ana nga unsaon naspag# nang Mathematics.”

(There were some instances that | would just tell my child to skipdause | do not even
understand how to answer it. We just admit the truth that we could detstand it instead of
acting like we know it even if we do not. We knew in ourselves tkatamnot answer that part
especially in Math.)

Consequently, other participant preferred to answer the activities which algrioend in the answers key to conserve
time in answering the modules.
IDIO3 shared that:

“Kadto nalang instruction sa answer key nga naa sa ibabaw kung unsa nga exercise, exercise
g y ng g g ,
1.5? Exercise 1.2, mao nalang among gina kuan ma’am ginabasehan”

(We just based the activities to answer from the instruction stated in sheerankey like
exercise 1.5, etc.)

Finally, a participant initiated to leave a note for the subject teacher to informrhier about some difficult activities
with unclear or incorrect answers key.
IDIO7 emphasized that:

“Ang tendency lagi kung lisod na kaayo, wala pa jud sa answers key, amo nalang jung i- skip.
Dili nalang nako answeran kaysa mamali man gihapon. Di mi kalpston pag explain pud
sa iyaha nga ing- ani ang answer. So amo na siyawipi-Naa pa gyud to’y kaisa nga mag

note na lang mi’s teacher nga wala gyud mi kabalo ani ma’am nga part.”

(We skipped it if the activities were really difficult. We just did not answeo iavoid
committing errors. We skipped if we could not explain to him tmanswer it. There was one
time, we put note to inform the teacher that we did not know that part.)

Coping M echanism of the Teachers on the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-L earning M odules (SLM)

As I had examined the participants’ responses on their coping mechanism regarding the inclusion of answers key in the
self-learning modules, three (3) major themes were manifested: (@iratong with learners and parents; (2) separating answer
sheets from the modules; and (3) providing alternative mode iobghgsessment to learners.

Coordinating with L ear ners and Parents

It is part of the responsibilities of teachers to give updates or correctthe tearners or parents whenever they notice
errors in the modules especially in the answers key in order tqgoptbem about it.

FGDG6 stated that:

“So, if you've seen some errors in the modules, we teachers, it’s our part to call the attention
of our learners through messenger, through text messages if we’ve seen some errors in the
modules.”

(If we have seen some errors in the modules, it is our part as teachers toattdintien of our
learners through messenger, or text messages in order to updatstiard them.) www.ijrp.org

Moreover, FGD2 shared that:
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“We need to explain to the parents na hindi talaga maiiwasan yong pagkakamali. Kasi we have
limited time, right? And hindi ko haman sinisisi yong teachers kasi teaah@aman ako. So,
pinaintindi ko nalang sa mga parents na hindi talaga maiiwesdaihminadali ang modules.
Then naintindihan din naman nila.”

(We neeedto explain to the parents that the errors in the answers key were inebéablese
we only had limited time making it. | do not also blame the teacheosdichthe modules
because | am also a teacher. That is why, | made my parents undérstaddthey also
understood.)

Further, giving notes to parents was one way of instructing #ieat what to do especially in guiding their children at
home.
FGD7 mentioned that:

“Every module, every magbibigay ako ng module, meron talaga yang reminders dun kung ano
talaga yung gusto kong ipaabot. At tsaka in my answer sheetnadson akong nilagay na,
ginabisaya pajud nako ‘ANG BATA (dako pajud naka bold naka red) ANG BATA ANG
MUSULAT SA ANSWER'. Kanang i emphasize jud nako ba para klaro na gani.”

(I always gave reminders every time | distributed the modules. hasiged in the reminder
which was also written in vernacular to really deliver what | wdi instruct them. | wrote
there ‘THE CHILD WILL WRITE THE ANSWER”.)

It was supported by FGD6 stressing that:

“We, teachers should connect to our learners. Find ways para disitardipya nang kopya
dun sa answers key. It is also our work to keep on rengrttliem just like what FGD7 said a
while ago, you can put notes on the notebooks that keep on remindikigs and the learners
that please do not merely copy what is inside or what is inside the answers key.”

(We teachers should connect to our learners and find ways toamjithg the answers key. It
was also our job to keep reminding them just like what FGD7 sdidre&¥e could also put
notes on the notebook reminding them not to merely copy the anssyeys
Separating Answer Sheets from the M odules
A separate answer shegss one of the strategies that teachers impleetkiot ensure the honesty and independence of
learners and parents at home. Separating the answer sheet included sellestamy activities to be answered by all types of
learners. For the participants, this strategy was used to distract learnerslfiogmuch on the answers key.
In line with this, FGD7 shared that:

“Tsaka ginawa ko, hindi ko bini-base yong answer key. Kagrgawa ako ng sarili kong
answer sheet para madali din pag-check, para hindi na sikkaomja doon sa likod kasi mag-
base man talaga sila sa module para mag-answer sila. Hindi sdandirect doon sa likod
para magkopya so sa answer sheet... Makita mo talaga na hindi na sila nagtingin doon pero
hindi na talaga lahat kokopyahin kasi ginabase ko man ynsgyeat sheet ko sa pasunod sa
module na kailangang i-answer para, para sa akin madathagoheck at para madali ko rin
Ma-assess yung bata.”

(Also, I did not base in the answers key. | made my own arsveat for me to check easily
and for them not to directly copy from the answers key at the dfaitle module. Using the
separated answer sheet, they would really answer truthfully withastingf to the answers
key...You could really see that they do not glance at the answers key because I made my own
answer sheet based on the order of the essential activities in the module.)

Moreover, other participant separated answers key from the modules to ensers kegpnactice self-learning instead of
merely relying in the answers key.
FGD?5 shared that:

“With that, makita gyud nimo nga aside from relying on the answers key, in order to rify
their learning is correct noh? They will also read, aside from scarnthiegtry to study the
activity itself because naa na sa ilaha, nakapattern na sailahampbelaagi-separate man
siya. Mu-automatic ug kopya sa answer key. Instead, theywith scan what specific aativitjtp.org
what specific page, what specific lesson it is na ang nahitabo keagdhef relying, nahimo
siyang independent learner.”
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(With that, aside from distracting the learners to rely from the answgrgdecould also verify
their learning if they answered correctly. Also, they would reaiad, and study the activities
instead of merely scanning it. It would be patterned in their behaviorhihattive separat
answer sheet. They would scan what specific activity and pages to ahlstven becomes
independent learning instead of relying.)

Furthermore, sorting essential activities into separate answer sheet waseeftertivain learners from directly copying
the answers key.
FGD5 added that:

“Regarding with that, in order to really find solution even though ragey flaw ang answer
key. In our grade level, we choose to print; we condense all the activitiee module na
nilagay namo siya sa separate answer sheet. Kay tapos, nga cgrtain pages na mao lang
to among ginainclude kay naa man guy uban part nga atgipatan-aw na dapat, in average
kumbaga kung sa normreference nato, tanang mga bassyanads answer whether kung lower
pa nga level ang bata or higher na siya or in advanceeSselect out of the slm, those kabalo
mi nga possible nga makaya-kaya sa bata and then we putétdephrate sheet so that ang
bata madistract, ‘ahh naa diay koy lahi nga answeran?’”

(Regarding that, in our grade level, we preferred to print by comigal the activities in the
module and putting it in the separate answer sheet. Also, we only inchetieiies which
could be answered by all types of learners, whether slow or fast leéBpenge only selected
those activities that the slow learners would be able to answer and gpariately in order to
distract them from relying in the answers key.)
Providing Alternative M ode of Giving Assessment to Learners
The participants provided alternative assessments to assess the learners’ performance to address the needs in assessing the
learners under the distance learning. For the teachers, they utilized thesustntdtive tests to evaluate the extent of learning of
the learners throughout the quarter.
The concept was linked to the responses of FGD4 in her explanation:

“We provided summative tests which is also mandatory to us. So that summative test, we
can really evaluate the how far the students really just rely on the ansvierakespvering the
module. Because the giving of summative test, after a week when they tieeumodules,
binigay set of summative. So pag answer ng bata, wala dogmyodules nila so through that,
it’s a big help for the teachers”

(We provided summative tests which were also mandatory to to be giverigariiers. In that
summative test, we can really evaluate the level of learning of the studentauld also test

if they have been relying their answers in the answers key. The gi/ithg summative tests
happened after they retwhall the modules. So, when the child answers, there were no more
modules with answers key. Therefore, it would be a big help for thieciesar

Consequently, some participanislized rubrics for objective and convenient assessment of learners’ output or answers.
FGD7 shared that:

“So what | did in my modules, | have a rubric in checking modw@eskking icheck natin yan
one by one, it’s ano lang talaga yung sa time niya ba, magconsume. Parang ever/dang

sa ating buhay magcheck nalang tayo so ayoko nang ga&Btyhmade a rubric para pagtingin
palang, kasi alam naman nila yung sagot, nandoon nafaasoswvhy do you check it one by
one? So, sa rubric, meron yun syang ano yung nakagagang bata, yung sa timeliness.
Meron din so...makita mo naman, ma-assess mo kung ang bata ba ang nagsulat so may point
din yan. Sa rubric nalang nako bawion para dili na kap@keag part then dali na sa akong
part...Then kana na rubric, in two copies na siya para ihatag nako ang copy sa parent, mao to
iyang score ana nga module and then naa koy copy sa pininméyaa So black and white
mao na iyang mga scores so wala siya nagrely sa answerdséerkanang sa answer key sa
likod kay kabalo naman sila ha mao to ang answer so dmlmako gina-assess through that
rubric. That’s all.”

(So what | did in my modules, | provided a rubric to check feckig instead of checking it
one by one which would only be time consuming for us. Checkione by one would also
mean checking every day for the rest of our lives, and | do ndtthainto happen. So, wmaijie.org
a rubric where | could check the timeliness and what activities did the chilchplislo. There
would be no sense in checking the answers key because the chltéweety know it. So, to
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make it more convenient, I have used a rubric...That rubric will be in two copies, one for the
parent. It is where the parent could see the score of the child. | also haver aopy to be
signed by the parent. The score is written in black in white, therefone assare that the child
did not rely in the answers key at the back of the module becayskabhe a separate answer
sheet which can be assessed using the rubric. That is all.)

Likewise, including performance tasks also let the teachers check thedeaftineir learners because it did not only timi
to the pen and paper test and modules alone.
FGD?7 stressed that:

“So in making grades, hindi lang yung module ang babasehan nddran pa tayong
performance task. So, bakit tayo mag rely doon sa moduleeman pa man tayong ibang
aspects para ma-assess talaga yung bata through their perfowhéatces na malaki talaga
yung mga equivalent niya diba for 60/40...50...for sa performance. So diyan tayo babawi na
sila talaga yung gumagawa in their performance. So pwede rirgrmatigsend sila online.
Madaming ways natin sila massess ang bata.”

(In making grades, modules were not the only basis. We also have perdertaak. So, why
would we rely in the module if we have other aspects to assess thengerte, which have
greater equivalent? We can use that to really assess their performancetheficbuld also
send online. We could assess them in many ways.)

Insights of the Parents on the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-Learning M odules (SLM)

As | had analyzedhe participants’ responses on their experiences regarding the inclusion of answers key in the self-
learning modules, four (4) major themes were manifested: (1) a ca#irfarval of answers key; (2) a call for accurate and clear
presentation of answers key; (3) a call for parental guidance in answeritudesy and (4) a call for provision of learning resources.
A Call for Removal of AnswersKey

Due to the different challenges that parents encountered while guiding their cildnsmvering the modules, they wedht
a complete removal of the answers key from the module. For the particglanisating the answers key would ensure learners to
be honest with their answers. Thus, teaching them to perseverdrig fine correct answers by studying the modules, understanding
the questions before answering, and referring to other reliable sousigsplement their learning.

In line with this, IDI02 expressed that:

“Pero mas manaig gyud sa akoa ang NO gyud nga kanang dili gani dapat nga naay answer key
nga makita ang bata. Kung pwede dili nlang mag butang ugean®y, kung gusto sila na
maka learn jud ang bata, walay answer key. Kay kung n&ga key man gud himuon lang
lage to nilang shortcutanan. Labi na kadtong duol na nag deadilinato sila mag answer
didto nlang sila mo shortcut. Ang ma suggest lang jud kay damgpwede walaon jud. Para
to be fair naman na kahit papano sa karon na time. Kaydwagnan gud answer key, useless

2

po.
(Eliminating the answers key was really favorable for me. I§ibdes, removed the answers key
if they really want the child to learn. Otherwise, they would justiuas a short cut to finish
the modules ahead of time especially when beating the deadline for Sobnf®s| suggest, it
would be better to remove it to have fairness because if there is ageresemswers key, it
would be useless.)

Likewise, IDI04 affirmed that:
“Bisag walay answer key ma’am ok lang sa amoa. Mas ganahan pako nga walay answer key
para mafocus jud ilang hunahuna didto sa lesson.”

(Even if there were no answers key, it was really fine for usuld like it better if there was
no answer key, so they could focus with the lessons in thelmpd

On the other hand, other participants wanted to remove the an®yesspecially for solving and open-ended activities
since there were various ways of answering it.
With this, IDIO1 stressed that:

“Kung dili gyud poydi nga dili ma-attach nga dili mawala ang answer key sa likod. Ing ana
lang siguro. Murag dili ihatag tanan ang answer ma’am? Okay lang nang ihatag tanan ang
answer kanang sa mga multiple choice, okay lang nga na&rau@ kanang sa mga salwifg.org
sa mga explanation, ay kung sa bagay kung explanation, diligyiad na nila ginahatag,
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nakadepend siya sa teacher kung unsay ianswer. Dili man iggoisan ray answer sa mga
solving mga ing ana. Para mahibal an jud, makabalo ba jud ang bata.”

(If it is not possible not to remove the answers key at the back of tha@lespthen it would be
better to only include answers for multiple choice type of exercises. Buthgitolutions and
activities that needs explanation, although the checking depend on the tehoh&t,not be
supplied in order to know the extent of learning of the children.)

Consequently, separating the answers key would provide significaminigao children as they will focus in reading the
content and understanding the exercises. Also, it encouraged fair plagrtcatipetitive parents who want their children get high
grades from the hard work and perseverance of their children.

Furthermore, IDI07 added that:

“Separated siya nga ihatag sa parents para kato dili ma access dayon sa kuan.. sa mga bata...i-
separate jud siya ma’am kay para atleast humanon sa niya’g answer tanan usa siya mutan- aw
didtoa sa iyang answers key.

(It should be separated in which the children cannot access itimmediatkbuld be separated
to ensure that the children will finisd answering before looking at the answers key.)

It was supported by IDI0O4 stating that:

“Para sa akoa maam no dapat | separate sya. Dapat ako lang ang makakita kay para aa ako
kahibalo man ko sa akong anak ug kanang ing ana kwsaysila ka responsable mag answer
pero dili man gud tanan bata ma’am nga ing ana. Sila nagabase rapud na sila ang mga bata

uban ma’am nagabase raman gud na sila sa answer key. Kanang aboutwer &eyg kung naa
lang koy ikasuggest, gusto lang nko iseparate ang answer sa mga question.”

(For me, it should be separated. | should be the only one to look at itaBo know in myself
that my childrerwere responsible because they do not rely their answers in the ansydfs ke
| could only suggest, | would suggest to separate the answerokeyhe questions.)
A Call for Accurate and Clear Presentation of AnswersKey
Since there were errors found in the answers key, parents requesteattiie writers to thoroughly review the answers
key in terms of its clarity and accuracy. For the participants, theyyfiexpressed their suggestions to check the answers key and
clarify and simplify instructions to better understand the activities.
In line with this, IDIO3 stressed that:

“Mao lang gyud to ma’am importante jud kaayo to kanang maghimu og module kanang precise
Jjud ilang instruction ba, kung unsa’y, kung unsa’y answeran nga exercise...Ang amua lang unta
ma’am isip ginikanan nga unta klaruhon sa naghimu ang mga instructions og asa or unsa nga
mga activity ang answeranan sa mga bata.”

(It was really important to make the modules precised especially thecinstrs. It should be
clear what exercises to answer. For us, parents, we wanted the writersydtaanftructions
as to what activity will our children answer.)

Furthermore, other parents also suggested that answers shouddtidegclearly, correctly and should coincide with the
activities.
IDIOS stated that:

“Ang akoa lang ma’am nga unta kanang tarungon. Naa naman, ilaha naman nang gibutang
dinhaa dapat unta syempre makasabot pud ko sa ilaha kaw taman ba..nya ingana
Magkamali pero unta matarong siya para dili pud ingon ngatnoaygle na dili lisod sa amoa
ba nga ingana kay syempre mura’g na kuanan naman amoang mga utok ba, maglisod jud mi

ba kay dili namo na profession jud nang ing- ana nga tegeltarma kuan jud namo. So ang
akoa lang ma’am nga matarong lang unta ang pagbutang sa answers key nya unta pwede dili
nalang ahh separate.. nya dili na nabaliktad, gibaliktad na nimo, mao ra gihapon. mura’g nag
mirror siya nga dili siya mabasa. Pa ana didto ang dada&nas...So mao to siya, tarungon
ang pagbuhat especially plastada na kanang dili lisod or libog sa inyong part kay para..”

(What | could say to the module writessthat, they should make the answers key correctly.
Since itis already there, they should do it accordingly. Althouglis ihevitable to commit
errors sometimes, but they still need to carefully do it so thaillinat be difficult fomus,jrp.org
parents to use it. We will really struggle because it was not our profésdiena teacher. For
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me, just arrange the answers key appropriately and not to separate itdthoomprehensive
and not difficult to use.)

On the other hand, some parents also pleaded the writers to proofreadtlees key in order to serve its purpose as a
guide to parents and learners, not to confuse them.
IDI06 mentioned that:

“Mao nang ginahangyo nako nga unta sa mga writers sa mga naghimo ug modules nga
tarungon pud gyud nila ug tan aw ba. Mag focus pud siltb did answers key nga ilang
ipanghatag. Since ang mga ginikanan man ang magtam« unya dili biya tanan ma’am,
gradohan. So, dapat tama gyud ma’am ba tanan ang answers didto sa answers key ma’am ba.
Mao lang pud na ma’am unta ing-ana ma’am.”

(That is why, | am pleading to the module writers to do their task carefiigy should focus
on the answers key that they will provide since the parents who wilitus guiding their
children were not all well-educated. So, the answers key should be accurate.)

Finally, IDI07 affirmed that:

“Pero if naa pu’y ma suggest or ma recommend sa writers, better siguro if i- double check pud
ang answers key kay naa man gu’y part nga mali, ohh ana.

(But if | can suggest something to the writers, | would recommeneview the answers key
carefully especially with the errors and the coherence of activities withrtbwers key.)
A Call for Parental Guidancein Answering Modules
For the patrticipants, it was imperative to provide support and monitoriaggengthen the motivation of their children.
Thus, spending time with children especially in answering the SLMdndoe a big help to the children as well as to the teachers,
who need support and cooperation from the parents in thégisit.
In line with this, IDI02 said that:

“Kung pwede gane ano, kailangan eh papirmahon ang ginikanan or what. Pero lage, honest
lang sa lage jud ta ron.”

(If possible, parents should affix their signatures. But still, it mot work. So, being honest
matters now.)

Moreover, some participants requested other parents to guide their children rutithdlut duplicating the answers key
to have fairness with other children who answer their modules honestly
IDIO7 asserted that:

“At the same time gina practice nato nga maging honest sila kay ila jung gibasa. Ug dili kabalo
di mangutana, or kung mamali, natural lang manang mamalnka gani nga kuan module
kay sa ilaha man jud na, s&tsrning man na. Wala’y tudlo sa teacher.”

(In that way, we teach them honesty because they read it truthfulhey are not sure with
what to do, tell them to ask. If they will also commit mistakes, it is naturak ghat is the
essence of self-learning. No teacher will teach it for them.)

Meanwhile, some parents also suggested other parents to monitorhildriercin reading the lesson and answering
activities.
IDIO3 stressed that:

“Para sa akoa ma’am okay raman nay answer key ma’am. Mao lage tong ingun nako mao toy
kuhaan og basi namu or guide kung unsa lang ang anmswer&ata, although ang katong
ubang activity nga naa didto, | kuan gihapon nila, basahapgih nila bisan pag dili nila
answeran kay wala sa answer key ma’am. Maunang hagit jud na sa ginikanan nga tan-awon
jud nila ilang mga anak sa pag-answer sa modeitor jud mam.”

(For me, it is okay to have answer key. Just like what | saidpies as our basis or guide as to
what activities that the child will answer. Although answers of other activitibg imodule are

not found in the answers key, they will still study it evenéftivill not answer it. That is why,

it is a challenge for the parents to monitor their children while answeringdtale.)  www.ijrp.org

Likewise, IDI06 affirmed that:
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“So, isip usa ka ginikanan, responsibilidad pud nako o natkusgakanang pokusan pud nato
ang pagskwela sa atong mga anak kay para sa ilaha pud biya ni ma’am.”

(As parents, it is our responsibility to focus on the studies oftaldren for their own welfare
and future.)
A Call for Provision of Learning Resources
Learning resources are essential to supplement the learning of the cWiltethis, parents were requesting the schools
to provide learning books. They expressed their sentiments reganéingck of resources and support from the department or
schools.
In line with this, IDIO3 presented his recommendation:

“Dapat pud unta sa school aside sa module, naa pud unta’y reading materials nga magamit sa
bata para didto sila makakuhag ideya about modules ngadlangran ma’am...Actually,
lahi naman gud ang pamaagi sa pagtudlo sa face to face kay wala na baya’y reading materials,
ang module exercise na baya diretso compare sa face to face owslalesk, ma explain sa
maestra kung unsa ang pasabot sa topic nga iyang gusto &udiasbata mam. Kung unsaon
pagpamaagi nila nga makakat-on jud ilang bata kay walar@sding materials ang gihatag
sa teachers nila.”

(The schools should provide other reading materials besides the modutbihirihe learners
could gt idea about the activities that they will answer...The face to face class was actually
different compared to modular. In face to face, teachers could expldiestmn thoroughly,
whereas in modular, thengere no reading materials provided and the modules only have
exercises.)

Furthermore, other participant suggested to provide learning materials as referanoeef examples since the modules
with answers key were not enough to sustain the learning of theirezhild
IDIO5 stressed that:

“Kay kung mangita ka ug lahi nga mga unsa ba example, lisod uy ug wala ju'’y maukab nga
libro, wala. Mas nindot man jud ug naa unta’y libro jud ma’am nga nahatag.”

(Because its very difficult to look for other examples if there are no booksefer. It would
be better if there are books provided for us.)

Hence, other participant preferred to have other learning resourcesfto thegir convenience as the facilitator of their
children’s learning.
IDI06 suggested that:

“Ang gusto lang nako ma’am nga ipaabot sa kadtong mga naghimo sa modules ma’am nga
unta ang module ma’am, daghan pug magprovide pud sila ug daghang mga example ma’am ba
para pud makwaan namo ug base activities sa mga bata ma’am. Dili mi maglisod.”

(I would just like to deliver to the module writers that they shoubdige more examples which
will serve as our basis in answering the activities and for our converjience

Insights of the Teacherson the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-Learning Modules (SLM)

As | had analyzedhe participants’ responses on their experiences regarding the inclusion of answers key in the self-
learning modules, four (4) major themes were manifested: (1) a call to tittaahswers key as a guide to learners; (2) a call to
separate answers key; (3) a call for parental guidance in answering maddi€4) a call for quality check of answers key
A Call to Attach the AnswersKey asa Guideto Learners

Some teachers wartt to attach the answers key to serve as guide for learners. Sinceothifamearning aims to let
learners experience and enhance independent learning, teachersegigede the answers key for the learners’ benefit. Without
it, learners would be misguided in using the self-learning modules.

“An answer key is provided in the last part of the module. So, if you remove thwexs
key, you are misleading the learners using the module. So, itb@tecluded in the answer
key. Diba wala yong teacher to immediately give the feedback? So herermmwriae answes
key para madaling malaman ng bata, whether their answer ig\arocorrect, since wala
doon yong teacher na mag give ng feedback.”

WWw.ijrp.org

(An answer keys provided in the last part of the module. If you remove the answgryde
are misleading the learners in using the module. So, the answers kdyerimeduded to provide
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feedback to the learners since the teacher is not there to give it torteeamswers keig used
to let learners know easily whether they get wrong or right answers.)

It was supported by FGD1 saying that:

“I would like to attach the answer key it’s because for the children or the learners to easily
evaluate themselves if they learned or not. Para ma kuan pud nilatsgmeeself-learning
module. And also to know their strengths and weaknesses.

(I would like to attach the answers key because it is used by thedgdo easily evaluate
themselves if they are learning or not. Since it is a self-learnimgleahey would know their
strengths and weaknesses.)

Moreover, to others, including answers key in the modules woulchhogoide learners and parents but also help teachers
secure that answers key would not be swapped with others becawstaithed in the modules.
FGDS5 stressed that:

“I was also enlightened that it is indeed a self-learning module. Daghadeéd gyud pud siya
and attached. Kay economically speaking, we know that anotheugiian of another separate
sheet for that specific answer key would cost paper, resourceg,aondd be...and isa pud,
naga stock nalang pud siya file nalang pud siya. Mao pu@koag ginaisip. What if
magkambyo? Naa na hinuoy mis-alignment between the answernahretopied. Naa bay
uban ingon ana. So much better siya i-include nalang gyudsiyad Kanang ibutang sa
kinalasan...kay as I was hearing or listening to the discussion, tama pud. Ang answer key man
gyud kay needed man pud siya.”

(I was also enlightened thatig indeed a self-learning module. It should be included and
attached because economically speaking, another production of resouecesdarate answers
key would cost more paper and it would be costly. Besides, it wolycadd up to the file of
the teachers. | also think, what if it would be swapped, exchangedsplaoced with other
answers key in different subject areas. So, it is much better to attctine last part of the
module, because as | was listening to the discussion, | agreed thredtisd in the module.)

Lastly, the answers key also makes the tasks of teachers easieelparanss could directly verify their answers from the
answers key attached to the modules.
FGD7 asserted that:

“I would agree to attach the answers key in the module; but I will not depend...I will not base

my assessment sa slm itself. So, parang ano lang talaga yakinsgjang slm yung
nababawasan yung trabaho as a teacher. Kasi meron nang slm. So, it’s okay for me na ano
talaga, yung naka attach siya na para hindi na palaging taaogganong yung parent. Para
trabaho talaga nila yung kasi nasa bahay sila, diba?”

(I would agree to attach the answers key in the module, but | wotldepend and base my
assessment in the SLM itself. So, that SLM for me only lessens myoadrés a teacher. It is
okay for me to attach it so that parents would not keep on asking maethbanswers. It is
also their duty at home to assist their children.)
A Call to Separate AnswersKey
While there was a call to attach the answers key in the SLM, somertseadmned it separated or eliminated as it only
promotes dishonesty and laziness among learners. Other participantseatisagthe idea of including answers key as part of the
module. Instead, separating answers key would be useful in checkiagdtvers of the learners.
FGD2 affirmed that:
“For me, as a point of view, I agreed to the idea of FGD5(?)...He is not agreeing with the
inclusion of the answer key. | agree to thfat.me, it’s better siguro na i-separate nalang yung
answer key para yung parent yung mag-hawak ng answamkegfter that, kung matapos na
yung bata sa pagsagot niya, ichi-check ng parent ang anewey$ama ba yon o hindi para
doon matulungan ng parents to check it.”

(For me, in my point of view, | agree with the idea of FGD5. Ssagdees with the inclusion
of answers key. For me, it is better if it will be separated or the parennlilkeep it, then use
it after the child answers his module. The parent will only use the answeas keference for
checking their answers.) www.ijrp.org

Meanwhile, some teachers disagree in including the answers key becausedt witlke learners work hard in learning
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and discovering new ideas through the SLM. Moreover, separatingsthrerarkey would encourage learners to read and understand
the modules and questions.
FGD4 expressed that:

“Just attach the answer key so that the learners will strive, they will dolibsir They will
read, they will really read the topic. They will just not write immediatelyl 8o in favor for
the answer key it will be a separate attachment. A separate attachmentgbqugstion
ma’am?... Separate ma’am. I will go for separate ma’am.”

(Just separate the answers key for them to strive and do their besstiimg the topic instead of
immediately writing the answers. So, | am in favor with separatiagtiswers key. Is your
guestion alhbout the separate attachment ma’am? Then, I will go for separate answers key.)

Lastly, FGD6 stressed that:

“For me it is okay to separate it. It is okay also to put it on the module. But, see to it that the
learners should not copy what’s inside the answer key.”

(For me, | have no problems with separating or including the answens tteymodule as long
as learners will not copy what is inside the answers key.)
A Call for Parental Guidancein Answering Modules
With the utilization of self-learninghodules with attached answers key, some teachers need the parents’ full cooperation
as they spend most of their time with the children. To them, parents moiseithemselves in the learning process by monitoring
their performance and directing them to answer honestly without beiegdiemt on the answers key.
In line with this, FGD6 affirmed that:

“Again | keep on emphasizing that we should connect with our leaanerf the parents so
that the learners will not really rely on the answers key.”

(Again, | keep on emphasizing that we should connect with our learnepaends as well, so
that the learners will not really rely on the answers key.)

On the other hand, others suggested that parents must have direct amatioruwith their children while other teachers
should guarantee authentic assessment of answers in every exercise fbandadules.
FGD5 mentioned that:

“Dapat naa gyuy awareness that ang answer key alone, dili siya ang kana gyung pinaka peak
in answering and reading the slinwould be, what would be they ve learned inside the slm.
Dili lang man pud na siya puro assessment. Gina-activate sa sims amgdegyud sa bata,
not just norm of answering directly through copying the answer key.”

(Second, it would be much better to have direct communication and interaotimmg the
teachers, the parents, and the learners. There should be an awasgitbestiswers key alone
is not the sole purpose of answering and reading the slm.utdshe the learning that they
gained using the sIim. It is not purely assessment. The SLMs actigdtathing of the child,
not just the norm of answering directly by copying the answer$ key.

Likewise, some participants pleatiother teachers to have direct correct information through the guidapeeerits at
home since parents and teachers must work together for the educdtiamefs.
FGD6 affirmed that:
“So, if you observed that your learners keep on repeating thensiatakes, then what are you
doing as a teacher? So, we have to talk to them, and thefmeiveays so that these mistakes
will not happen again.”

(So, if you observe that your learners keep on repeating thersetades, then what are you
doing as a teacher? So, we have to talk to them, and then find someowhgisthese mistakes
will not happen again.)
A Call for Quality Check of AnswersKey
The participants urged fellow teachers to validate the answers key before capgatito ensure utmost accuracy and
reliability to learners and parents. They suggested to check every datal amswers key including grammatical and technical
errors.
In line with this, FGD5 pointed that: www.ijrp.org
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“Dapat i-strengthen lang pud labi na sa mga errors. Be it grarBendtrthe answer itself. Be
it the technical error kung nagkambyo-kambyo ba sa answeft keguld be better gyud noh
nga naa gyuy kanang hugot. Naa gyuy kanang grabemgaighagka scrutinize kay | believe,
naa lay mga learning areas lang gyud nga ginascrutinize pagqtamgdlang mga slms. How
about those othersga murag...diretso lang, submit lang diretso tungod kay nag-apas sa
deadline? So naa gyud tay mga timetable sa sakto gyud pud kay tama gyud.”

(Answers key should be strengthened especially addressing the gramerabicslincorrect
answers themselveand technical errors, and if there are switched answers key. Theitd sho
be rigid scrutinizing of answers key because | believe that there grée@aniSLMs in other
learning areas which had been scrutinized well. How about those otherv@tibtshad been
submitted without being reviewed due to approaching deadline? That isevhgesl to have a
timetable to meet the deadlines.)

Moreover, itis imperative to the module writers to proofread the modules especiallygherankey to avoid confusion
and errors on the use of the self-learning modules.
FGD3 asserted that:

“We need to scrutinize it first and double check whether it is correcttdrecause when we
return the module to our pupils, they would assume that oureassw the modules we check
is &ready correct.”

(We need to scrutinize and double check it first, whether correct or not.d8awhan we return
the module to our pupils, they would assume that our answere ardtiules we checked are
already correct.)

Finally, it was also suggested to ensure that the activities found imdtheles are relevant and coherent to the answers
key at the end of it.
FGD?5 stressed that:

“It is really part of the teacher-advisers or the subject teachers to really review firsthand muna
before releasing the modules. So dapat ginareview gyud pud nacisiznc® we would have
this two-way, parang mutualism. Since we were the teachers, we ararihgens of our class,

it is our responsibility to review the module. It is our responsibilitgdsess if tama na ba na
activities ang atoang ihatag sa atoang students.” (FGD5)

(It is really part of the teacher-advisers or subject teachers to really rédwewnodule
firsthand, before releasing them. It should really be reviewed. 8ayauld have a sort of
mutualism since we are the teachers and managers of our class, itasraissponsibility to
review the module. It is our responsibility to assess if the activiti@swe provide to our
students are already enough.)

All the thoughts expressed above manifested the standpoint@erieaces of the participants in relation to the themes
which emerged in the insights of parents and teachers on the imotdigsioswers key in the SLMs that could be shared to others.

DISCUSSIONS

This chapter presents the discussions and conclusions drawn from tke okslie study. This also encompasses the
implications for teaching practices, further research, and concluding remarks.

The purpose of this phenomenological study was to explore ardstiznad the standpoints and experiences of parents and
teachers, particularly the challenges encountered regarding the inclusisswefakey in the self-learning modules, how they
coped with the situation, and their insights that could be shared to.dtbegather significant data, virtual in-depth interview, and
focus group discussions were utilized using the validated questionshyitka validators. All the questions formulated had been
answered by the participants who voiced substantial information for analysis.

Standpoints of Parentson the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-Learning M odules (SLM)

The parents who were selected as the participants shared their standpointgnolugin of answers key in the self-
learning modules. From their truthful responses, three (3) themes emegedy: (1) being a guide while answering the module,
(2) copying the answers as a drawback of answers key inclasidr(3) causing dilemma due to errors.

Being a Guide while Answering the Module

The information gathered centered on the viewpoints and experienties parents showed that the presence of the
answers key has been an advantage for them. Some parents stated thasetisekagshelped them in guiding their children answer
the self-learning modules. It was also revealed that parents who diafirrished schooling benefited the most in utilizing the
answers key. For them, it served as their reference in checking the aobwesis children especially those difficult subjects in
elementary. Hence, the answers key enabled them to assess the lefttméir children at home. Www.ijrp.org

In relation to this, Guido (2014) stated that modules provide active particiratearning and enable learners to proceed
at his own level, choose learning mode or style, and identify higiiseand weaknesses. Furthermore, modules were based on the
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psychological principle-learning by doing by jean Piaget. This mearslghmer works by himself and checks his own
understanding and progress by comparing his answers with therargy of the modules. This provides the learner an immediate
feedback of his learning. The instructional module confirms that themgdishment of appropriateness, development, and
compréhension of competency of the learning modules are well identified as it helped students’ advancement in cognitive
capabilities and comprehension of the ideas.

It was supported by Rahman (2015) who stated that assessmestvedsasvital role in self-learning material like modules.
The learning material which contains questions and answer key can leecd &yformative assessment which learners can evaluate
their level of progress, development, and achievement in finishing a task.

Hence, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine RefugbesNiear East (2018) stressed that the SLM
contains ‘answer keys’ at the end of each learning module to allow children to confirm their work. Moreover, the answers key guides
learners to check their own comprehension and reflect on their umdiénstdefore they continue to the end of a module or unit.
This supports children to assess and refine ideas prior to procéedimgh more complicated ones.

Copying the Answers as a Drawback of AnswersKey Inclusion

The restriction of face to face instruction resulted to home learning thtbadmplementation of self-learning modules
with the attachment of answers key at the end of the SLM. Howeeeealy access to the answers key had enticed some of the
learners to merely copy it. This has been observed by some parentaetHor them, the presence of answers key somehow
affected the honesty and responsibility of their children in usingltheChildren who directly copied the answers key did net us
the SLM properly which supposed to teach them self-learning.

In relation to this, Guangul et al. (2020) the absence of teachertormanthe learners and the presence of answers key
affect the learning process, as it is susceptible to academic dishopespying answers in the modules. Moreover, other children
merely copying answers make other students who answer sgiiolid at the disadvantage, as they may feel that their hard work
is being cheated on and not rewarded. Hence, it results to other stfiedéints demotivated and the quality of learning may also
drop.

More so, Suralta (2020) asserted that working parents struggle in gwdintpffive children altogether. Some parents
also complained about the stress they experience in supervising their chitdieedoing other work. Thus, some of them let their
children copy the answers key at the end of every module. However natldules do not have answers key which caused confusion
to other parents and children.

Causing Dilemma Dueto Errors

The errors and ambiguity found in the answers key decreasekdtslity and validity to the ones using it particularlgth
children and parents. These inaccuracies contain switching letters, incoherent avigwéne exercises in the modules,dan
incomprehensive instructions which complicate the understanding of therlearnd parents.

In relation to this, Magsambol (2020) reported that apart from thenga#ical errors, incorrect math equations and
solutions, the identified gender stereotypes disturbed and alarmedbifepauticularly the parents who use the sim in guiding
their children. The mishaps found in the modules caused dilemma terkeamd parents, as it delivers wrong information and
incorrect answers which could affect the learning of the children.

It is also supported by Sa-ad (2021) who stressed that some parkstadants have noticed errors in the self-learning
modules. These errors differ in spelling, mathematical equation and soluiamngr, and instructions in some activities. These
issues alarmed the concerned individuals, as it can mislead the learners in usiogluhes having inaccurate and ambiguous
answers key.

Standpoints of Teacherson the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-Learning M odules (SLM)

The teachers who were selected as the participants shared their standptietinolusion of answers key in the self-
learning modules. From their honest responses, three (3) themes emergdyg, (Aserving as reference, (2) promoting dishonesty
and lazines and (3) having unreliable answers key
Serving as a Reference

Utilizing the self-learning modules is more interesting when learners can tieéciwn answers and be able to trace and
modify wrong answers. This is the purpose of includingweers key in the SLM. It must be used as a guide, referencan be a
form of immediate feedback even if teachers cannot physically attendrierieadence, the presence of answers key should direct
the learners, parents, as well as the teachers in gaining new ideas, understamdopics, and at the same time improving
instruction.

In relation to this, Purushothaman (1986) as cited by Padmapriy&)(&@ated that a module should meet the four criteria
which include defining a set of learning instruction, directed at a clepdygified learning objectives, composed of tests and
evaluation which aim to assist learners or teacher and providing thénmwitediate feedback, and serve as substantial content
packed with varied activities and methods. He also added that a self-learninig thets the learner to learn at their own pace,
acquire ideas and knowledge, skills, beliefs, and attitude even withouegenpe of a teacher.

Also, Kemp (1985) as cited by Rufii (2015) stated that the learning prodtde more effective if a printed learning
module is integrated to draw and sustain attention to learners. Winke) @98@ited by Rufii (2015) added that printed learning
modules can be useful for independent study as it contains objectivas;tioa and answer sheets, answer keys and evaluation
tools. These modules are self-contained and self-directed because it allowssstuthilitate and assess their own learning.
Promoting Dishonesty and L aziness

The presence of answers key in the self-learning modules is meard¢otiyl learners in answering the modules. The
SLM with answers key aim to teach learners to be independent in leandrassess their own performance at home. However,
some learners terdto use it the other way. Some children have become lazy in readingitbatdaside theatadisdes. Moreover,
they preferred to immediately glance at the answers key without tryengsteer on their own. This could promote dishonesty as
the learners cheat by duplicating the answers key. Thus, they will beomséisie and would only gain insignificant learning.
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In relation to this, Fernando (2020) indicated that the attachment of arespierdelf-learning modules could be tempting
for parents and their children especially when they are busymngprta illiterate. Moreover, if parents and guardians could not keep
the answers key, it can result to cheating, academic dishonesty, and lagiob#dren have easy access on the answers key

It is supported by Keith (2018) who defined academic dishonesty &l afknegative behavior particularly cheating,
plagiarism, and falsification of information or citations. This issue is prevate disturbing especially in higher educati®tudies
also indicated that most students understand academic dishonestyallg imcorrect, but several outside factors may serve as
“neutralizers,” permitting students to hide their feelings of guilt and defend their dishonest acts to themselves. In specific instances,
dishonest behavior may occur not from deliberate negligence ofafuéesademic integrity, but from unawareness of whatehos
rules are.

Having Unreliable Answers K ey

The answers key should be free from any kind of errors ierdaoddeliver accurate answers to the one using it particularly
the learners under the modular learning. It must be comprehensive éadaghnderstood by the learners as well as the parents.
Unfortunately, other teachers observed some inaccuracy and incorrecttfessumswers key which also caused problems in the
reliability and validity of it. These errors can confuse the learners, pasntseven the teachers. Some teachers would need to
revise the answers key and update their learners and parents regardingrshi@end in the sim so that parents will be guided in
using it. Hence, it makes teachers’ work much tedious because instead of having answers key as guide, it becomes a problem to be
resolved.

In line with this, Malipot (2020) reported that the Department of Edurcabnfirmed that there were errors found in the
self-learning modules which contained wrong answers and incorrectnitfon or labels to some images. One content in the
module was identified to demonize people having tattoos, as answers key inttieateang and degrading answer for the question
about people with tattoos. Furthermore, there were incorrect labels in the moliclesaused misapprehension and confusion to
the users. As a result, it caused stress and dismay to people who tigeerrors. Apparently, the DepEd acknowledged the
errors and promised to do corrective measures in order to avoid ih&ppening in the future.

Furthermore, SunStar Davao (2020) reported that some modules containagjcainerrors and incorrect solutions in
Math. Aside from errors, some items in the modules were also quastoand confusing, as it lacked clear instructions. These
lapses may have been overlooked by the quality assurance team. Sdresstedio crafted the modules may have unnoticed the
errors due to rushed preparations and limited time. This could caussioarto learners and parents at home, since they cannot
receive immediate feedback from teachers due to distance learning.

Experiences of the Parents on the Inclusion of AnswersKey in the Self-L earning M odules (SLM)

The parents who were selected as the participants shared their experiences and cbalteegaslusion of answers key
in the self-learning modules. From their honest responses, threma(8) themes were manifested: (1) incorrectness an
incompleteness of answers key, (2) promotion of dishonestiaaimess, and (3) difficulties in guiding children.

Incorrectness and Incompleteness of AnswersKey

Having accurate and clear answers key makes learning easier and peoftudaarners. An answers key which serags
a guide or reference should be properly arranged with no typographitgrammatical errors. It should direct learners towards
right answers. Hence, it must be reliable enough to provide an immediatadik¢dliearners and parents who guide the children.

Angsioco (2020) reported in manilastandard.net that there are errordaartiiag modules themselves. These errors also
flourished the social media when schools started. These errors contairmpfpog inaccuracies but some of those were really not
correctly solved. Moreover, instructions were wrong and vague whidhssmhmost learners.

Moreover, Dangle and Sumaoang (2020) indicated that other moduleg Hawveoclear instructions and explanations,
hence, learners have a tough time accomplishing them. The imathpesniodules are also blurry and the given answer lines are
too short. More so, the learning modules have a lot of activities, and the $daakeeagerness and focus.

Promotion of Laziness and Dishonesty

Hard work and integrity should begin at home. The assistanceaftpar guardians play an essential role to the learning
development of children. But since children come from different baaokgowith diverse learning needs and capabilities, some of
them have become lazy and dishonest from constantly usingltHeasring modules. S