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ABSTRACT

Theneedtomaketheteachingandlearningoflanguagelessabstractandmore
pragmaticandrelevanttothestudentsofhigherinstitutionshasgeneratedchangesin
theapproachtotheteachingofEnglishlanguageascommunicativeskills.Itplaces
emphasisontheuseoflanguageinreallifesituationforthelearnerstobeproficient.
TheneedforcommunicativecompetenceoftheaverageHigherInstitutionstudents
hasbecomeagrowingconcerntoEnglishlanguageeducatorsandspecialists,aswell
thesocietyatlarge.Theattempttoaddresstheproblem ofincompetencyresultedto
theshiftoffocusonlanguageeducationtoparticipatoryteachingmethodologiesfor
thefunctionalimprovementin communicativeskillsofourstudents.Thispaper
therefore,attemptstoexaminehowthecommunicativeapproachcouldbeappliedin
teachingHigherInstitutionStudentstoacquirethenecessaryskillseffectivelywhich
willenablethem tocommunicatecompetentlyineitherspokenorwrittenEnglishand
indifferentfacetsofcommunication.

Keywords: Examining, Impact, Communication, Skills, Enhancing,
Students’Communication,Competence,TertiaryInstitutions



INTRODUCTION

One ofthe majorfactors responsible forthe poorperformance ofstudents in

languageandcommunicationskillsisthatteachersdonotputinenougheffort

towards making students realize the relevance ofEnglish Language to their

experienceandcommunicativeneeds(Ezema,1996:1).Again,theteachingofEnglish

asasecondlanguagehasbecometechnicalthatteachersforgetthatlanguageis

meantforinteraction,Doff(1988:22)claimsthatthelanguageusedinlessonsisoften

unnaturalandartificial.ButiftheteacherusesEnglishtosayrealthingstotheclass,it

willgivethestudentsthefeelingthatEnglishlanguageisusedforcommunicationand

notjustalanguagethatbelongstothetextbook.Secondly,languagelearnerscan

thereforedevelopcompetenceinthetargetlanguageiftheclassroom contextis

providedwithadequateopportunityfortargetlanguageuse.Forcomprehensible

outputtobeproduced,learnershavetobepushedintonegotiationofmany.Swain

(1985:252) argues that comprehensible output provides opportunities for

contextualized,meaningfulusetotestouthypothesisaboutthetargetlanguageand

tomovethelearnerfrom apurelysemanticanalysisofthelanguagetoasyntactic

analysis ofit.This willenable the second language learnerto benefitfrom

communicativelanguageteachingattheclassroom level.

LANGUAGEANDCOMMUNICATIONSKILLSINOURTERTIARYINSTITUTIONS

Languageandcommunicationskillsinthetertiaryinstitutionclassroom

CommunicationskillsclassesinNigeriaHighInstitutionsarecharacterizedby:-

- Largerclassroom

- Overcrowdedclassrooms

- Overrelianceonlecturemethodthenon-interactiveteachercenteredapproach

- Abstractvocabularyteachinginthatitprovidesthecontexttomakeitrealand



practical.

Thesefactorsandothersaffectthedesirabilityofachievingthephilosophyofthe

programmeobjectives.Again,theill-equipped languageenvironmentand lackof

instructionalmaterialsaswellastheinadequateteachingtechniquescontributetothe

ineffectivenessinthecommunicationskillslesson

Communicative Competence as observed by many,involves much more than

acquisitionofgrammaticalcompetence.Itentailsacquisitionofcompetencetouse

thelanguageinvaryingwaystosuitbothcontextanduserasWilliams(1982)putsit,

languageisconcernedwithbothfunctionsandstructures,thisimpliesthatsuccessful

importationoflanguageskillsneedtoadoptthecommunicativeapproachtolanguage

andcommunicationskillsclassrooms.Ineffect,theemphasisincommunicationskills

isnolongergrammaticalcompetencebutcommunicativecompetence.

Itisnoteworthythatfunctionaluseoflanguageinnowayprecludestheknowledgeof

thestructureofthelanguage.Indeed,applicationoftherulesofgrammartosituation

andcontextasdemandedinordertoachievecommunicativecompetence,anumber

oflanguageandcommunicationskillsmethodshaveemergedinwhichthefunctionof

languageasemphasized.OneofsuchistheEnglishforSpecificPurposes(ESP)

method.

WHATISCOMMUNICATIVECOMPETENCE?

CanaleandSwaininBologun(2002)explainedcommunicativecompetenceasthe

underlyingsystemsofknowledgeandskillsrequiredforcommunicatingthesocio-

linguisticconventionofagivenlanguage.Accordingtothem,thecomponentsof

communicative competence are grammaticalcompetence,and socio-linguistic

strategiccompetence.





GRAMMATICALCOMPETENCE

Itisconcernedwiththeteachingofrulesoflanguageinitsdifferentforms;verbaland

non-verbal,itsfocusistheform oflanguage,phonologysyntaxandsemantics.Itlays

thefoundationforeffectiveuseoflanguage.

SOCIO-LINGUISTICCOMPETENCE

Thisexaminestheuseoflanguageindifferentcontextandhow suchfactorsas

status,purpose and societalnorms impacton utterances and meaning.Hence

appropriatenessofmeaningisconceptualized,assuch.Whatisappropriatetoa

particularsituationmaybeinappropriateinanothersituation.Hencemeaningand

formsarenotfixedbutaredeterminedbysocio-linguisticperspective.Thistypeof

competence seems to be giving less attention in curriculum developmentand

implementationinNigeria.

DISCOURSECOMPETENCE

Thisistheactofsynthesizinglanguageparts(formsandmeaning)toachievea

unifiedutteranceorwriting.Thisisthecompetenceneededforthewritingofvarious

discourses,reports,essays,correspondence,etc.Itteachesorder,cohevance,logic

andunityintheuseoflanguage,orderrefersto chronologyofideasinatext,

coherenceimpliesthepresenceofinterconnectednessoftheideas,logicistheartof

reasonablenessinexpressingonesthoughtandunityisthecohesionofideasthrough

structuredlinkages.

STRATEGICCOMPETENCES

Thisisanintegrativeapproachinwhichthemaingoalistoprepareandencourage

learnerstoexploitinanoptimalwaythelimitedcommunicativecompetenceinthe

secondlanguageCanale(1983:11).Inotherwords,itisastrategyusedtocopewith



breakdowns in communication and limited knowledge ofa language.This is

illustratedbytheuseofparaphraseinsituationswherealearnerlacksadequate

knowledge of words form this type of competence is commonly used in

comprehensiontext.

TheforegoingillustratesthatEnglishLanguageandcommunicationskillsinour

tertiaryinstitutionseducationneedstoreflectandemphasizetheacquisitionofthe

fourcompetencesabove.IthasbeenobservedbyOdejide(2002)thatfunctionalism is

moreofanapproachthanamethodology,whilemethodsarefixedsystemswith

prescribed practices and techniques,approaches representlanguage teaching

philosophieswhichcanbeinterpretedandappliedinavarietyofwaysinaclassroom.

Theteacherscanadoptapproachesthatsuittheneedsofthesituation,thisisthe

basic need analysis approach which in itselfis a communicative approach.Its

emphasisisthediagnosisoftheneedsanddifferencesinthecommunicationneeds

ofthespeakersandthebuildingofcoursesroundeachsituationforthedifferent

classesofspeakers.Itisbasedoncommunicativelanguagecoursedesignedinwhich

emphasisisonthe“perceived”not“felt”needsofthelearners(Aborisade,1997).In

thisprocess,theteachersplayaveryvitalrole.

THEORETICALFRAMEWORK

Theimpactofcommunicationskillsiscertainlyacontemporaneousassessment.Its

fundamentalgoals are forlanguage teacher’s capacity awareness as wellas

techniquesandstrategiesconstantlyassessedandwherenecessarytomodifyand

improveaswellasencourageorganizationaladaptationtochangeembodiedwithin

thisframework.

CLASSROOM COMMUNICATIONSTRATEGIES



Effectiveexchangeofmeaningsbetweenoneormoreindividualsthroughacommon

system ofsymboli.e.communication,hasbeenagreatchallengethroughtheages

andtheworldover.Somephilosophersandeducatorstendtoclassifysocietyas

developed,developingorunderdevelopedonthebasisofthesophisticationoftheir

meansofcommunication.

Thesubjectofcommunicationhasconcernedscholarssincethetimeofancient

Greece.Untilmoderntimes,however,thetopicwasusuallysubsumedunderother

disciplinesandtakenforgrantedasanaturalprocessinherenttoeach.In1928the

EnglishliterarycriticandauthorI.A.Richardsofferedoneofthefirstandinsome

waysstillthebestdefinition ofcommunication asa discreteaspectofhuman

enterprise:-

“Communication takes place when one minds so acts upon its

environmentthatanothermindisinfluenced,andinthatothermindan

experienceoccurswhichisliketheexperienceinthefirstmind,andis

causedinpartbythatexperience”.

Richards’definitionisbothgeneralandrough,butitsapplicationtonearlyallkindsof

communication,including those between humans and animals (butexcluding

machines),separatedthecontentsofmessagesfrom theprocessesinhumanaffairs

bywhichthesemessagesaretransmitted.

Communicationoccursindiversesituationsandfieldsofexistence.However,our

concerninthissessionisthecommunicationintheclassroom situationingeneral

andintheareaofmathematicsandscienceeducationinparticular.Theprocessof

communicationintheclassroom involvesteachingandlearningactivities.Sofarin

anymeaningfulteaching and learning,a teacherand students(pupils)mustbe

involvedinthesharingofcommonmeaningsandreceivingmessageseitherfrom



eachorfrom theenvironment.

RATIONALE

Effectiveteachingessentiallyentailseffectivecommunicationbetweentheteacher

(facilitator)andthelearner(pupils)withthequalityofinteractionbeingindirect

proportionwiththequalityofcommunication.Thusateacherwhoisamasterofthe

communicationprocessisanassetintheclassroom.Effectivecommunication;askill

thatcanbecultivatedevenbythosewhoarenotnaturallyendowed,cangoalongway

in improving participatory approach in lessons.The existing gaps in teachers’

communicationskillsintheteachingandlearningofmathematicsandscienceought

therefore,tobeexploredandwaysandmeansofaddressingthegapsidentified.

Thismodule,ifitisemployedintousage,thefollowingobjectiveswouldbeachieved:-

1. Appreciatedifferentformsandprocessesofeffectiveverbalandnon-verbal

communication.

2. Developeffectivequestioningtechniques.

3. Useappropriateillustrationsforeffectivecommunication.

4. Takenecessarystepstoreduceoreliminatebarriersincommunication.

THECOMMUNICATIONPROCESS

Communicationisatwo-wayprocessfrom thesenderthroughthemedium tothe

receiverthenfeedbacktothesender.Therearefivebasicelementsinaneffective

communication(NCCE:2008):-

1. Sender:Thesourceofcommunicationsignal.

2. Message:Thetransmittedsignal.

3. Medium:Thechannelofconveyance.

4. Receiver:Thetargetofthesignal.



5. Feedback:howthereceiverrespondstothesignal.

Itisacommonsayingincommunicationthatthemessageiswiththereceiver

becauseitcanbeinterpretedintovariousshadesofmeaningsdependingonthe:-

 Levelofexperienceofthereceiver.

 Qualityoftransmissionskills.

 Knowledgeofwhattotransmit.

 Personalityofthesender.

 Dispositionandthecommitmenttoparticipationbythemajoractorsinthe

communicationprocess.

In anyeffectivecommunication thesenderand thereceivermustbein mutual

interaction,exchange and share meanings in the message(s)sent.Complete

communicationdoesnottakeplaceunlessthereisafeedback.

TYPESOFCOMMUNICATION

Ingeneral,therearetwo typesofcommunication;verbalandnon-verbal.Verbal

communication refers to the application of oral/auralsignals in the act of

communicatingwhilenon-verbalemploystheuseofsymbols.Inotherwordssound-

hearingstimuluseventsandsymboliclanguagese.g.gestures,signs,touch,sightcan

Receiver Sender

Medium

Feedback

Key



beusedineffectivecommunication.

OBJECTIVESOFEFFECTIVECOMMUNICATION

Effectivecommunicationintheclassroom situationcouldbeusedto:-

1. Convey,transmitorsharemeanings,experienceandactions.

2. Bringaboutproperthinkingandlearning.

3. Modifyimproperthinkingandlearning.

4. Describeself,othersandenvironment.

5. Clarifyconflictsanddoubts.

6. Motivatesandexpressdesires,interestandfeelings.

7. Developdecision-makingandproblem solvingskills.

8. Createentertainmentandrelaxation.

9. Development,controlormodifybehaviour.

10. Considertheinterestofthoseinvolveinthecommunication.

CHALLENGESTOEFFECTIVECOMMUNICATIONINCLASS

Notevery instance ofcommunication achieves whatwas intended,however,

communicationisonlyeffectivetotheextentthatitproducesthedesiredeffects.

Factorsthatlimittheeffectivenessofcommunicationarecommunicationbarriersand

can be caused by personalcharacteristics inherent in the individualor by

environmentalfactors.Communicationbarriersarenumerousandinclude:-

1. Lackofconfidenceasaresultofignorance,inferioritycomplexandshyness.

2. Useofinappropriatelanguage/vocabularywhichisabovethelevelofthepupils

orconsideredindecent.

3. Teachersneglecting pupilsin the communication processwhen theyuse

inappropriateapproaches/methodssuchasteacher-centredchalkandtalk.

4. Pupils’perception ofthe message,topic,teacherand forthe method of



presentation.

5. Pooraudibility/voiceprojection.

6. Mother-tongueinterference.

7. Inappropriateandpoorusageoftheteachingmaterials,inwhichcasetheyend

upbeingdistracters.

8. Teachers’modeofdressing.

9. Qualityofteachers’grooming.

10. Socio-economicbackgroundsofboththeteachersandlearners.

11. Noisefrom outsidetheclassroom.

12. Indecentrelationshipwiththepupils.

ATTAININGEFFECTIVECOMMUNICATION

Inordertoachieveeffectivecommunicationinmathematicsandscienceclassroom,

facilitators(teachers)(NCCE2008)hassuggestedthatteachersshouldendeavour:-

1. Give information thatis precise and meaningfulboth in concrete and in

behavioural terms. This means that the meanings must be simple,

straightforwardandappropriatetothementalage,abilityandtheneedofthe

pupils.

2. Selectappropriate,simple,familiarandunderstandablemedium tothereceiver.

3. Appropriately use both verbaland non-verbalmodes when and where

necessary.

4. Avoidharshwordsandshoutingbutusemoderateandperceptibletones.

5. Presentmessagesinorderly,comprehensivesequence.

6. Lookupandfacetheaudiencewhiletalking.

7. Minimizeoraltogetherremoveallformsofnoise.

8. Adoptaparticipatoryapproachinteachingtoensureactivepupilparticipation.



9. Clarifydoubts,confusionsandmisconceptionsinthereceiver.

10. Putupahighdegreeofpatienceandestablishafriendlyrelationshipwiththe

students(pupils).

11. Askforstoriesorexplanationfrom thestudent.

12. Requeststudentstonarrateexperiencesorpracticalwork.

13. Applyquestionandanswermethodofteachingtoensureactiveparticipationof

thepupils.

14. Bepatientenoughtorepeatthemessagepassedonifneedbe.

15. Examplesandteachingaidsshouldbefrom theenvironmentthatthepupilsare

familiarwith.

16. Askstudentstointerpretteacher’sdemonstrationofanexperiment.

17. Ensurethatboththeteacherandpupilspayattentiontoeachother.

In summary,the breakdown in communication manytimes leads to disastrous

consequence.Mostairdisastersareasaresultofbreakdownincommunication

betweenthepilotandthecontroltower.OnehistoricalaccountfoundintheChristians’

HolyBook“TheBible’givesadramaticillustrationoftheeffectsofbotheffective

communicationandbreakdownincommunication.Inthebuildingofthe“Towerof

Babel”thepeoplespokeonelanguageandachievedalevelofunderstatingandunity

toanextentthattheywereconfidentofbuildingatowerreachingallthewayto

heaven.However,immediatelytheirlanguagewasconfused,theprojectnotonly

stoppedbuttheyendedupscatteredallovertheearth’ssurface!Letourlessonsnot

bea“TowerofBabel”!Achievingeffectivecommunicationbetweenteachersand

learnersiscriticaltorealizingthegoalsofteachingeffectivecommunicationskillsfor

technologicaladvancement.Letteachers,therefore,sparenoeffortinseekingto

attainit.



ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AND THE LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATIVE SKILL
SITUATIONINOURTERTIARYINSTITUTIONS

Itisnotindisputethatthequalityofeducationtodayisconstantlyonthedeclineas

evidencedintheacademicperformancesofourstudentsinHigherInstitutionsof

learningeveninthefieldsofwork,thelinguisticcompetenceoftheproductsofour

tertiaryinstitutionisvisiblylow.Thisledtothequestionsofwhetherthestandardof

educationisfalling orhasfallen.Thisquestionarisesfrom themisconceptions

surroundingtheterm performanceinEducation.PerformanceinEducationrefersto

theachievementofanindividualstudentintheeducationalprocesswhilequalityof

educationreferstothevariousconceptions/judgmentsthatpeoplemakeofthevalue

ofeducation.Theissuethereforeisnotthatofafallingstandardalonebutratherthat

oftheinabilityofperformancetomatchthesetstandards(Esimeje2002).Thesearch

forthecausesofpoorperformanceattentionistsandspecialistinvariousfieldsof

study,indeed,anumberofcauseshavebeenidentified.Primaryeducationconstitutes

thefirststageoflearningandassuchitisthefoundationuponwhichotherlearning

willstandinourcountry.Thisfoundationisgenerallyweakbecauseoftheinadequate

attentionitreceivesandthistakestollontheotherstagesoflearning.

TheabilitytoreadisanimportantfactorintheeducationoftheNigerianchild.Itis

unfortunate,however,thatin2017manyofourchildrenareunabletoreadintheir

mothertongue,nordotheyknowEnglishataleveloftransitiontolearninginEnglish

inprimaryfour(4)andtheuppergrades:NCCE(2017:2).

There are criticalissues in the language curriculum thatthe language teacher

educatorneedstounderstand.Languagelearningisanimportantaspectofthechild’s

developmentalprocess.Secondly,successfullanguage learning means effective

acquisitionoflanguageskillswhichincludelistening,speaking,readingandwriting.



Theseskillsaretraditionallyconceptualizedasdiscretecomponentsoflanguage

learningincontemporarymethodology.Theyaretreatedasintegrativeskills.

Consideringthatcommunicationrequirestheintegrationofboththemainandthe

subsidiaryskillsi.e.grammar,punctuationandpronunciation,itmakessensethat

languageistaughtinacommunicativepromotingway.

ExaminationmalpracticeisamonsterinourEducationalinstitutiontoday,despite

attemptstocurbit;malpracticehasremainedapersistentproblem inourschools.It

beginsattheprimarylevelthroughtertiary/universitylevelsofeducation.Themost

painfulandlamentingaspectisthatmajorstakeholdersaidthispracticeindifferent

ways.

Theadmissionpoliciesinourtertiaryinstitutionconstituteyetanotherproblem beside

theminimum entryrequirementoffive(5)creditspassesincludingEnglishlanguage,

thesystem hasdevisedothermeanssuchasquota,disadvantagedareasaswellas

catchmentzones,whichnecessitateloweringtheentryqualificationsandultimately

thequalityofeducation.Eventheintroductionofpost-jambexaminations,pre-NCE,

Pre-NDisanindicationoftheweaknessofthesecondarysystem.Acensusofthe

admissionsintoourinstitutionswillreadilyrevealthatmostofthestudentspassed

through the remedialprogramme.A nagging question is,has the programme

succeededinremedyingtheirdeficiencies?

Despitetheattemptstoremedytheproblem offallingperformancesineducation,the

menacehaspersistedandinfactseemstobeworsening.Thisismostvisiblefrom

the linguistic performance ofourcontemporarygraduates and students ofour

institutionofHigherlearning.Thelowperformancelinguisticallyismorenoticeable.



ThecorrelationbetweenperformanceinEnglishlanguageandperformanceinother

fieldsofstudyintheschoolsystem hasbeenestablishedthrougharesearchas

Ohuche(1993)Ojo (1986)Kalajaiye(1982)and Adeboyega (1993),observe,the

problems ofstudents poorperformances which have been associated with the

language ofinstitution.Theynoted thatinadequate linguisticcompetence isan

impedimentofeffectivecommunicativeskills,andconsequentlycauseofthelow

performanceofstudentsgenerally.

RESEARCHMETHODOLOGY

The studyis grounded within the contentanalysis research paradigm.Content

analysisisaspecificresearchmodelwhichcentresoncertaincharacteristicsoftexts.

Thisapproachinvolvesbothquantativeandqualitativeanalysisofthecontentof

communication.Quantitativecontentanalysishasbeenincommunicationresearch

whichprovidesin-depthanalysisandquantifythetextintermsoffeatures(Naidu,

2017)

Inthisregard,thepaperadoptedthequantativecontentanalysisresearchmodelin

ordertoexaminethecommunicativecompetenceofESLlearnersatthetertiarylevel.

30respondentswereselectedfrom threeinstitutionsinBauchi.Theywere;Bauchi

StateUniversityBauchiCampus,AbubakarTatariAliPolytechnicBauchi,andCollege

ofEducationKangere.Datawerecollectedthroughwritingtaskofonehourwithin

whichtherespondents’essaysof500wordseach.Afterthetaskthescriptswere

collectedandmarkedbytwo independentexaminewho areexpertsinthefield

throughtheuseofastandardrubric.Thedatawereanalysedonthebasisoftherubric

andpresentedinatable.

RESEARCHFINDINGANDDISCUSSIONANALYSIS



Table1:WritingQualityoftheRespondentsfrom BauchiStateUniversity,Bauchi

Candidate Organization Content Mechanics Vocabulary 100%

1 12 15 10 08 45

2 09 13 06 07 35

3 10 14 09 11 44

4 16 12 08 10 46

5 20 17 12 12 61

6 18 15 10 09 52

7 15 19 07 08 49

8 21 16 06 09 44

9 19 20 09 10 50

10 14 17 10 10 46

Table1aboveindicatesthattherespondentshaveshownsatisfactoryperformancein

thegoodwritingtask.Moreover,theirperformanceisintermsoforganizationand

contenthowever,theyareweakinmechanicsandvocabulary.Abarchartispresented

belowforvisualillustration.



Figure1

Table2:WritingQualityoftheRespondentsfrom CollegeofEducationKangere,

Bauchi

Candidate Organization Content Mechanics Vocabulary 100%

1 20 16 12 06 56

2 18 20 10 09 55

3 21 15 11 09 55

4 16 19 06 06 49

5 17 20 12 08 57

6 20 17 06 07 39

7 16 10 08 06 54

8 20 20 10 10 60

9 22 18 05 04 39

10 15 15 08 06 50



Table2aboveindicatesthattherespondentshaveshownsatisfactoryperformancein

thegoodwritingtask.Moreover,theirperformanceisintermsoforganizationand

contenthowever,theyareweakinmechanicsandvocabulary.Abarchartispresented

belowforvisualillustration.

Figure2

Table3:WritingQualityoftheRespondentsfrom AbubakarTatariAliPolytechnic,
Bauchi

Candidate Organization Content Mechanics Vocabulary 100%

1 19 17 06 07 51

2 21 18 08 06 49

3 23 19 10 05 48

4 20 18 09 09 52

5 19 20 09 05 49

6 22 19 06 08 54



7 24 11 05 04 53

8 22 10 07 08 42

9 19 09 06 09 43

10 20 10

Table3aboveindicatesthattherespondentshaveshownsatisfactoryperformancein

thegoodwritingtask.Moreover,theirperformanceisintermsoforganizationand

contenthowever,theyareweakinmechanicsandvocabulary.Abarchartispresented

belowforvisualillustration.

Figure3

SUGGESTIONS

A majorimpedimenttofunctionaleducationistheovergeneralizednatureofthe

Englishlanguagecurriculum forhigherinstitutions.Languageteachingshouldbe

differentiatedonthebasisofthecategorizedneedsofthelearnersandalsolanguage



teachersshouldhavetheneededcompetenceanddrivetodirectteachingtowardsthe

fulfillmentoftheidentifiedneeds.

Asstatedinthepaper,thestudentsneedtheEnglishlanguageforitsprocessfunction,

notforitscontent.Theteachermustknow theneedsofvariouscategoriesof

studentsandtailortheirteachingmaterialsandmethodstowardsenhancingthe

abilityofthelearnerstoacquireknowledgeintheirchosenfields.Thelanguage

teachermayhavetoplaytherolesofasociologist,psychologist,andphilosopherin

ordertolaythefoundationforeffectiveteaching.

The teaching ofEnglish language and communication skills should be made

interestingtothelearnersasaprimarymotivationtolearn,onewaytodothisisto

establishalinkbetweenitandthesubjectareasofthelearners.Forinstance,in

teachingcomprehensiontoengineeringstudents,thepassageshouldbesourced

from engineeringfield(discourse).Thisisveryimportantbecauseitisafamiliar

terraintothelearnerandalsointheprocessobtainscontentknowledge.So,his

interestismotivatedandlearningprocessoccursnaturallyinthisregard.

CONCLUSION

Itisveryimperativethatteachersoflanguageandcommunicationskillsexplorethe

roleandusageofassessment,bothinformativeandsummativeinstudents’language

development.Sincethecommunicativecompetenceofourtertiaryinstitutionsis

unsatisfactoryandgrosslyinadequateduetoanumberofmeasuresrangingfrom the

methodofteachingtotheattitudeofthelearners,thereisaneedforachange(Okoh

2000).Thischangeshouldstartfrom themethodofteaching.Therefore,thispaper

callsforanactiveparticipationofthelearnersinthelearningexperienceswhilethe

teachershouldserveasaguide,ananalystaswellasafacilitatorinthelesson



deliveryoflanguageandcommunicationsskills.Thismaybeachievedthroughthe

useofCommunicativeLanguageTeaching(CLT)withsomemodificationsinour

tertiaryinstitutions’classroom.
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