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ABSTRACT

The aim and objectives ofthis research is to identify the implications for

implementingthenationalpolicyonEducationinmultilingualcountrieswithspecial

reference to the Nigerian situations.Theories ofmultilingualism and language

planningwerediscussed. Fiveresearchquestionswereformulatedtoguidethe

study.DuetothelinguisticpluralityofNigeria,theNationalPolicyonEducation(NPE,

2004)assigneddifferentfunctiontothemanylanguagesinthenation’seducation.

Theoutcomeofthisisthatmorethanonelanguageisusedbothintheclassroom

andthecourseofachild’seducationespeciallyintheprimaryandlowersecondary

schools.Thispaperexamined the currentpractice ofmultilingualeducation in

Nigerianprimaryandlowersecondaryschoolsandthechallengesencounteredby

teachersintheimplementationoftheNPE.Questionnaireswereadministeredto

answerresearchquestionsonthefollowingvariables–students’attitude,parental

factorsandlackofmaterials.
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INTRODUCTION
Asa linguisticheterogeneousnation,Nigeria qualifiesasa good exampleofa

multilingualnationwithitsaccompanyingproblemsoflanguagechoice,planningand

implementation.AccordingtoOlagbaju(2009:4),Nigeriaisaperfectexampleofa

multilingualnationwiththeresultanteffectofthemajorityofhercitizenshaving

accesstoaminimum oftwolanguages.Therefore,thereareindividualswhoare

bilingualormultilingualeitherintheindigenouslanguages(Hausa,YorubaandIgbo)

orindigenouslanguagesandtheEnglishlanguage(Igbo,YorubaandEnglish).

NigeriaisaWestAfricannationwithapopulationofabout140millionpeople

(Ajulo(2008).Itcoversanareaof923,766squarekilometers,withover200different

ethnicgroups.Presently,thecountryispoliticallycomposedof36StatesandAbuja,

theFederalCapitalTerritory.Itisestimatedthatover400languagesarespokenin

Nigeria(CrozierandBlench(1992),Elugbe(1994)).Kari(2002)analysedthelinguistic

situationofNigeriabystatingthatofthefourphyla(Niger-Congo,Nilo-Saharan,Afro-

Asiatic,Khoisan)towhichAfricanlanguagesaregrouped,threephylaarerepresented

intheNigerianlinguisticterrain.TheselanguagephylaareNiger-Congo,Nilo-Saharan,

andAfro-Asiatic.

Whenanationhasaccesstomorethanalanguageinhernationalday–to–

dayexperience,thentherealityofalanguagecontactsituationcannotberuledout.

LanguagecontactasexplainedbyAjulo(2008)isasituationwhichariseswhenever

thereisameetingofspeakerswhodonotallsharethesamelanguageandwhoneed

tocommunicate.Whenthecommunicativeneedsofsuchpeoplegobeyondwhat

gesturesandotherparalinguisticsignalscanachieve,theuseofasecondlanguage

becomes necessary.Thus,in a bid to caterforallthe languages and assign

responsibilitytoeach;thereisaneedforlanguageplanning,policydevelopmentand

implementation.Tothisend,anofficialdocumentfirstpublishedin1977(revisedin

1981,1998and2004)titledtheNationalPolicyonEducation(NPE)hasmadeexplicit

whatcould be described as a nationallanguage in education policy.The policy

prescribedthemedium ofinstructiontobeusedatvariouslevelsofeducationaswell

aslanguagestobetaughtatdifferentstagesofNigerianeducationandforhowlong.

Thepolicystatesthatthemedium ofinstructionduringthepre-primaryschoolstage

shallbethemothertongueorthelanguageoftheimmediateenvironment.Atthe

primaryschoollevel,themedium ofinstructionshallbethelanguageoftheimmediate

environmentforthefirstthreeyearswhileEnglishshallbetaughtasaschoolsubject.
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From thefourthyear,Englishshallprogressivelybeusedasamedium ofinstruction

whilethelanguageoftheimmediateenvironmentandFrenchshallbetaughtas

subjects.

Eventhoughithasbeenestablishedamongmanylinguiststhatlanguagedefies

exactandsummativedefinition,itsfunctionalityasavehicleofthoughtandameans

throughwhichcommunicationofhumanideas,fellingemotionsanddesiresremains

incontrovertibleinacademic/theoreticalcircles.Sohere,theterm shalllimititselfto

whatLyons(1970)commentsonlanguageforitsmultilingualundertone.Tohim,

“languagearetheprincipalsystemsofhumancommunicationusedbyparticulargroup

ofhumanbeingswithintheparticularsociety(linguisticcommunity)ofwhichtheyare

members.”Thementionof“language”,“particulargroupsofhuman”andparticular

society,”however,setsatemplateforthenotionofmultilingualism whichisdefineas

theabilitytospeaktwoormorelanguageseitherbyanindividualorwithinasociety.

(FromkinRodmanandHyames,2011:460).

Kristen(1991)stillidentifiedtwosituationsofmultilingualism intermsof

status:whathecallshorizontalanddiagonalmultilingualism.Hesaysthatifthe

languagesspokeninamultilingualsocietyhaveequalstatusintheofficial,cultural

andfamilylifeofthesociety,thesituationisreferredtoashorizontalmultilingualism.

Canada,tohim isatypicalhorizontalmultilingualcountry.Diagonalmultilingualism

obtainsonlywhenoneofthelanguageshasofficialstatus.Tanzaniaisanexampleof

a diagonalmultilingualcountry.Pohl(1965)identifies whathe calls vertical

multilingualism.Thisisacaseofdiglossia,butonethingisthatthisinvolvesdialects

ofthesamelanguageratherthandifferentlanguages.

Aim andobjectives

Sofar,thestudyhaslookedatdifferentaspectsofmultilingualism asdefinedby

variousscholars;thereforeitwillnow lookattheopinionsofotherscholarsonthe

issueofmultilingualism andnationaldevelopment.Havingpresentedtheprevailing

languagesituationinNigeria(whichispredominantlymultilingual),thispaperhopes

toascertainthelevelofmultilingualeducationinNigeriabyfindingoutthepolicy

provisions,realityonground,investigatingchallengesandsolutions.Toachievethe

setobjectivesofthisstudy,thefollowingquestionsareraisedandansweredinthis

study:

1. AreteachersawareofthemultilingualeducationprovisionsoftheNPE?
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2. What,accordingtoteachersaretheattitudeofthestudentsto

multilingual instructionoreducationinclass?

3. DoteachersimplementthemultilingualprovisionsoftheNPE?

4. Doteachersseeparentsasbeingsupportiveoftheuseofmultilingual

educationin school?

5. Arethereenough(textandnon-text)materialstoimplementthe

multilingual educationprovisionsoftheNPEinschools?

Multilingualism EducationinNigeria:PolicyProvisions

ThereareargumentsandcounterclaimsastotheavailabilityofanexplicitNational

LanguagePolicyinNigeria.Scholars(Emenanjo(1985),Oyetade(2003))opinethat

Nigeriadoesnothaveawell-articulatedandexplicitnationallanguagepolicythat

canbefoundinonedocument.From theimmediateforegoing,Oyetade(2003:107)

statesthat:

There has notbeen a comprehensive language policyforNigeria as a

deliberateandplannedexercise.Indeed,languageplanningasanorganized

and systematicpursuitofsolutionsto languageproblemshasremained

largelyperipheralto the mainstream ofnationalplanning.Whatcan be

regardedasourlanguagepolicycameaboutinthecontextofothermore

centrallydefinednationalconcerns,suchasthedevelopmentofaNational

PolicyonEducationandthedraftingofaConstitutionforthecountry.Itisin

connectionwiththesetwodocuments,i.e.theNationalPolicyonEducation

andtheConstitutionoftheFederalRepublicofNigeriathatwecantalkabout

languagepolicyandplanninginNigeria.

However,someotherscholars(Ajibola2008andOgunyemi2009)intheirrecent

studiesconsidertheprovisionsoftheNPEasbeingexplicitenough.Tothem the

NationalPolicyonEducation(NPE)hasmadeexplicitwhatcouldbedescribedasa

nationallanguageineducationpolicy.TheNationalPolicyonEducation(NPE2004),

Section1,Paragraph10astates:

Governmentappreciates the importance of language as a means of

promotingsocialinteractionandnationalcohesion;andpreservingcultures.

Thuseverychildshalllearnthelanguageoftheimmediateenvironment.

Furthermore,intheinterestofnationalunityitisexpedientthateverychild

shallberequiredtolearnoneofthethreeNigerianlanguages:Hausa,Igbo

andYoruba.

The (b) aspect of the

paragraph
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Forsmoothinteractionwithourneighbors,itisdesirableforeveryNigerianto

speakFrench.Accordingly,Frenchshallbethesecondofficiallanguagein

NigeriaanditshallbecompulsoryinPrimaryandtheJuniorSecondary

SchoolsbutNon–vocationalelectiveattheSeniorSecondarySchool.

LanguagePolicyandPlanningInMultilingualSocieties

Wearenotunmindfulofthelargenumberofmultilingualsocietiesandforthefactof

thelargefigures;theresearchshallbelimititsreferencestofew countriesthatare

havingmoreunintelligiblelanguagesyetcouldcomeupwithasinglelanguageandbe

adopted:

i. ThePhilippineExample

Philippine,isoneofthecountrywithabout120mutuallyunintelligiblelanguages,

establishedapolicythatrecognizedFilipino asboththeofficialandthenational

languageinthePhilippines1987Constitution,afterseveralreformswhichspanned

between1935,and1984.InitiallySpanishwasusedasatemporalofficiallanguage

alongwithTagalog,alocallanguagebeforeFilipinowasselectedandadoptedasthe

nationallanguageandtheofficiallanguage.ButthepredominanceofEnglishremained

abigthreattoFilipino,coupledwithnegativeattitudesofsomephilippinestothestatus

ofFilipinoasthenationallanguage.

Besides,theremovalofTagalog,whichwashithertothePhilippinesnational

languagethroughthe1987ConstitutionalCovention,madethespeakersofTagalog

enviousoffilipinoasthenationalandofficiallanguagephilippines(paauw,200:1-16).

However,inpresentdayphilippine,Englishhasassumedthestatuasofco-officail

languagealongsidefilipinowhichisthenationallanguage.Itisimportanttonotethatin

practice,EnglishisusedinEducation,Government,andAdministration.

ii. TheIndonesian

Indonesia’slanguagepolicyandplanningisalsoofgreatinteresttousbecause

itisthefourthmostpopulousnationintheworldafterChina,IndiaandtheUnited

Stateswithanestimatedpopulationofnearly250million.Itisalsoatypicalexampleof

amultilingualnationwithanestimateof600languages(Ethnologueoflanguage,2013).

Choosingalanguageaseithertheofficialornationallanguagewouldberightlythought

tobeaHerculeantaskbutthereverseisthecaseinIndonesia.ThroughtheFirst

CongressofIndonesiaYouths,BahasaIndonesiawasproclaimedasthenationaland
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officiallanguagein1926.

Wright(2004:92)citedinPaauw(2009:5)assertsthat:“Indonesianhadadualfunction

inIndonesiansocieties,asitisthelanguageofnationalidentity,andalsothelanguage

ofeducation,literacy,modernization and socialmobility.”However,thechoiceof

BahasaIndonesiaformallycalledmalayhadaslightoppositionbecausedutch,the

coloniallanguage,Javanese,the language ofthe largestethnic group and other

IndigenouslanguageswereenviousofthechoiceofBahasa(Indonesia).Thisenvy,

however,wasnotevidentbecauseBahasaIndonesiawasneverviewedbythepeopleof

Indonesiaasathreattotheirthnicidentity.Besides,itwasneitherthelanguageof

numericallylargegroupnorthelanguageofagroupwhichheldpoliticaloreconomic

powers(Paauw,2009:7).

iii. Tanzanian

TanzanialikemanyAfricancountries,aftergainingindependencein1961,was

facedwiththeproblem ofselectingwhichlanguagetobeusedasofficial/national

language,becauseoftheheterogeneousnatureofhercommunity.Thiswasadelicate

decisionto makeasanywrongchoicecouldprovokediscontentandevenspark

violence.JuliusNyerere,thefirstTanzanianpresidentchoseSwahiliwhichwaswidely

spokenaslinguafrancathroughoutthecountryanditsusefulnesshadalreadybeen

establishedduringthecolonialeraacrossEastAfrica,andwasalsothelanguageofthe

anti-colonialpoliticalmovement.Apartfrom this,itwas alreadythe medium of

instructioninprimaryeducationwhichallTanzanianslearntatschool,andsowasa

unifyingorcommonlanguage.

TheTanzanianlanguagepoliciesarebackedbyadequateprovisionsinthe

constitution.Bamgbose(1991:120)submitsthat“thedeclarationofSwahiliasthe

nationallanguage wasfollowed bythe following measures:creation ofthe Post

PromoterofSwahiliin1964intheMinistryofCommunityDevelopmentandNational

CulturewiththetaskofcoordinatingSwahilidevelopmenteffortsbeingundertakenby

variousinstitutionsandtheEstablishmentofSwahiliGroupsinruralandurbanareas;

theestablishmentofanInter-ministerialSwahiliCommitteetohastentheformationof

technicaltermsinSwahiliandtopublishthegovernment’sdirectoryinthelanguage

andthesettingupoftheNationalSwahiliCouncilin1967.The1984OfficialLiguistic

PolicyofTanzaniastates“Swahiliisthelanguageofthesocialandpoliticalspheresas

wellasprimaryandadulteducation,whereasEnglishisthelanguageofsecondary

education,universities,technologyandhighercourts”(Wikipedia,2013).
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iv. TheAmericanExample

Onthesurface,theUnitedStatesofAmericaseemstobeamonolingualsociety,but

manyAmericanshavedifferentlanguagesastheirmothertongueotherthanEnglish

whichisundoubtedlythepredominantlyspokenlanguageintheStates.Wardhaugh

(2006:367)statesthat:

“recentcensustakershaveshownthatasmanyasoneinsixpeoplein

theUnitedStatesdonothaveEnglishastheirmothertongue,thatthe

majorityofthesearenativebornAmericansandthattheproportionis

growingparticularlyinSouthwesti.eTexas,New MexicoArizonaand

Californiaandalongpartsoftheeasternseaboard”.

However,thelanguagepolicyadoptedbytheUnitedStatesofAmericaisacovertpolicy.

English is notconstitutionallyrecognized as the officiallanguage ofthe States

(Wardhaugh,2006:368).Schiffman(1996:213)alsosubmitsthat“thelanguagepolicy

oftheUnitedStatesisnotneutral,itfavourstheEnglishlanguage.Nostatueor

constitutionalamendmentorregulatorylawisnecessarytomaintainthiscovertpolicy.”

IntheGhanaianlanguagepolicy,itwasanEnglishonlypolicybetween1957and1966

untilamilitarygovernmenttookoverinGhanaandtherulingNationalLiberation

CouncilsetupanEducationalReview Committee1967,andareturntothemother

tonguemedium wasrecommendedandadopted(Bamgbose,1991:115-117).

v. Ghana

TheGhanaianlanguagepolicyandplanningwas,however,ratherfluctuational.The

years1970and1971alsosawanewfluctuationintheGhanaianlanguagepolicy.The

followingGhanaianlanguagesGa,Nzema,AkanandEwewererecommendedtobe

learntalongwitheveryoherGhanaianpupil’srespectivemothertonguebytheMinistry

ofEducation.

However,in 2003 with much heated argument,Ghana changed herpolicy,their

indigenouslanguagesarenolongerusedastheprimarymediaofinstructioninprimary

education.Mfum-Mensah(2005:76-77)furtheraddsthat“thepurposeofthisnew

initiativeistohighlighttheuseofEnglishatalllevelsofschooling,leadingtothe

educationmainlyinEnglish”.

ItisimportanttorecognizethefactthatGhanaianindigenouslanguagesarestillused

incertainofficialdomainsinGhanasuchasmediahousesespeciallylanguageslike

Ewe,Ashante,Dagare,Akan,Dagbami,etc.
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iv. Nigeria

Nigeriahasherlanguagepolicyenshrinedinthesections51and91ofthe1979

ConstitutionandalsoinSection59ofthe1999Constitution.Theconstitutionstates:

“ThebusinessoftheNationalAssemblyshallbeconductedinEnglishandinHausa,

IgboandYorubawhenadequatearrangementhavebeenmadethereof”(Section51).

Itgoesfurthertosay:“AhouseofAssemblymayinadditiontoEnglishconductthe

houseinoneormorelanguagesspokeninthestatesasthehousebyresolutionmay

approve”(Section91).Vagueness,lackofprecisionandahostofotherproblemsare

inherentinthestatementsabove,andthoseproblemswillbelookedintooneofour

subsequentheadings.However,we shalllook into Nigerian language,policyand

planninginhistoricalperspective.

StudiesonMultilingualEducationinNigeria

TheNPEsupportsthepracticeofmultilingualeducationbuttherealityongroundisfar

from theprovisionsofthepolicy.Olagbaju(2009:3)opinesthatalthoughtheNational

PolicyonEducationsupportsmultilingualism education;inpractice,mostprivate

nurseryandprimaryschoolsteacheventhepre-primaryandjuniorprimaryclasses

usingtheEnglishlanguageasthemedium ofinstructionwithoutanyrestrictionfrom

theministryofeducationofficialswhoareneveravailable.Thesesocalled‘private

schools’donotallowtheuseofotherlanguageseitherasthelanguageofinstruction

oraschoolsubjectapartfrom theEnglishlanguageintheschoolsystem.Ogunbiyi

(2008)asserts thatdespite the provisions ofthe NPE and the position ofthe

governmentonthestatusoftheEnglishlanguageandotherNigerianlanguagesin

education,someschoolsstillrelegateNigerianlanguagestothebackgroundand

promotetheteachingofEnglishandFrenchlanguages.

ProblemsofLanguagePolicyandPlanninginMultilingualSocieties

Languageproblemsexistonewayortheotherinalmosteverynationoftheworld,

sincealinguisticallyhomogenousnation,stillremainsamirage.Bamgbose(1991:111-

115)highlightsanumberofproblemscharacteristicofAfricancountries’language

policies.

a.Avoidance–i.e.Shynessfrom makinganypronouncementsorstatementsof

policybythegovernmentduetotheheterogeneouscomplexitiesofAfrican

nations.
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b.Vagueness– i.e.makingpoliciesthatlackprecision,equivocalstatements,

unclearexpressionspervademostAfricanpoliciesonlanguage.

c.Arbitrariness–i.e.mostpoliciesaremadewithoutadequateconsiderationsof

section51oftheNigerianconstitutionof1999whichsuggesttheopinionsof

themajorityandpolicymakers’expertise.

d.Fluctuation–i.e.policiesareformedandreformedbasedonthefreewillofany

governmentinpower.

e.DeclarationwithoutImplementation– i.e.policiesareformedbutnotoften

implemented.

TheproblemsidentifiedabovebyBamgbosearetrueandevidentinthelanguage

policiesofAfricancountries.Ghana’slanguagepolicy,forinstance,wasfluctuation,

arbitraryanddevoidofimplementation.Therepeatedshiftsfrom themothertongue

medium totheEnglish-onlymedium,thenbacktothemothertongue-cum-English

medium point,based on thefluctuation natureofGhana’slanguagepolicy.Itis,

however,arbitrarywhenquestionssuchas“whoarethepolicymakers?”,“Arethey

politicians?”sociologists,educationalistorlanguageexperts?”,“Doesthepolicyhave

thetrueconsentofallethnicgroupsinGhana?”,etc.areasked.SouthAfricaand

TanzaniaarenotexceptionstoBamgbose’sidentifiedproblems,eventhoughtheir

languagepoliciesarenotfluctuationlikeGhana.Theirpoliciesonlanguageassure

vagueandarbitrary(Bamgbose,1991:112).

In Nigeria,however,the constitutionalrecognition ofthe three indigenous

languagesoverabout500otherlanguagesinrealitymakesamockeryofthelanguages:

Hausa,Igbo,andYoruba.Itissheermockerybecausethethreelanguagesneither

function as the medium through which “the business ofnationalAssembly”is

conductednorasthenationallanguagesofthecountry.Theirconstitutionalstatusis

anexhibitionofthefactthatNigeria’slanguagepolicyandplanningisvague,arbitrary

andfunctionallyimpotentunlikeEnglish.Perhaps“whentheadequatearrangements

havebeenmadebeenmadethereof”’,Nigeria’slanguagepolicywouldbeagreat

success.

Beyond the problems mentioned above,language policy and planning in

multilingualsocietiesarestillcharacterizedbytheproblemsofidentifyingtheright

kindsofdatathatmustgointoplanningdecisions.Wardhaugh(2006:359)addsthat
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“census-takersforexamplemayhaveconsiderabledifficultyindeterminingjustwho

speakswhatlanguagewhenandforwhatpurpose”.Goodinformationisneededaswell

asexpertsthatwouldmeaningfullyutilizethegooddataprovidedinordertorealizethe

centralgoaloflanguagepolicywhichisnationaldevelopment.

Itmustbestated,however,thattheWesternnationsmentionedabovearenot

devoid ofproblems in theirlanguages policies.The United States ofAmerica’s

language policyreflects the problems ofavoidance and vagueness identified by

BamgbosebecausethestatusofEnglishisnotclearlydefinedeitherasthenationalor

officiallanguageintheAmericanconstitution.Philippinelanguagepolicyis,however,

arbitraryandfluctuationbecauseitlackstheapprovalofthespeakersofTagalog

whoselanguagewasremovedasanationallanguageforFilipinoin1971througha

constitutionalconvention.

Methodology

Atotalnumberof100teacherswereengagedfrom lowerandthejuniorsecondary

schoolsinthesevenlocalgovernmentofthesouthsenatorialzoneofBauchistate.A

multistage sampling procedure was adopted in this research.The researchers

thereforestratifiedtheschoolsinthezoneintocategories,thatisprivateandpublic

schools.Afterwhichthreeschoolswererandomlypickedfrom eachofthecategories.

Fifteen(15)teacherswerethenselectedthroughrandom samplingtechniquesfrom

thesevenlocalgovernmentofthezonewereusedItheresearch.Teacherswereused

forthestudyforthesimplefactthat,theyarecoreintheprocessofimplementationof

themultilingualprovisionsoftheNigerianPolicyinEducationinthecountry.

MultilingualEducationinNigeria:TheChallenges.
Themulti–ethnicnatureofNigeriaisabarriertothesuccessfulimplementationof

themultilingualprovisionsofthepolicy.Oyetade(2003)assertsthattheproblems

associatedwiththeuseofindigenouslanguagesasmediaofinstructionorasschool

subjectsasstatedintheNPE(thateveryNigerianchildshouldbeencouragedtolearn

oneofthemajorlanguagesinadditiontohisown)hasnotbeenimplemented.Thisis

supposedtobeprogressivelyimplementedfrom thefourthyearoftheprimaryschool

totheJuniorSecondarySchoollevel,butthisprovisionisbeingwaivedinmany

schools.Oyetade(2003)concludesthatastrongerreasonforthefailureatthelevelof

implementationmightnotbeunconnectedwiththebeliefoftheminorityspeakers
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that theirrecommendationisanimposition.Thus,non-implementationisawayto

certifytheiropposition.

TheuseofindigenouslanguagesineducationascontainedintheNPEcannotbefully

implemented.Thisisbecauseonlyafewofthelanguageshaveenoughmaterialsto

sustainteachingthem astheyreallyoughttobetaughtatanylevel.Inpractice,only

thethree‘major’indigenouslanguages-Hausa,Igbo,andYorubacanbesaidtosatisfy

thisimpliedcriterionofteachingmaterialsforPrimaryandSecondarySchools,andto

varyingdegreesforthetertiarylevelalso.OtherindigenouslanguageslikeEfik/Ibibio

cansatisfythatsamecriterionforPrimaryandSecondarySchoollevels,butnotfor

degreelevel.Awobuluyi(1992)opinesthatthemajorityoftheindigenouslanguagesin

Nigeriahaveaverylongwaytogoyetintermsofavailabilityofeducationalresource

materials,particularlyforthelanguagesthatlackstandardorthographyorareyettobe

reducedtowriting.

In addition,scarcityofqualified language teachers in indigenous languages is

anotherimpedimentto thesuccessfulimplementationofthemultilingualeducation

provisionsoftheNPE.Awobuluyi(1992)andOlagbaju(2009)assertthatonlythethree

majorindigenouslanguagescanactuallyboastofenoughteachersatalllevels.

Olagbaju(2009)termedtheinadequacyofindigenouslanguageteachersasaproduct

ofsomeattitudinalfactors.Thesefactorsinclude:thestatusoftheEnglishlanguage

andotherforeignlanguagesinNigeria,negativeattitudeoftheeliteparentsandother

societal–relatedsentiments

ScopeandLimitation

Theresearchwillcovertheconceptsofmultilingualism andtheproblemsinNigeria.It

willalsodiscusssomeofthemultilingualcountriesandtheirlanguagepoliciesandthe

waystoencouragemultilingualism.Theresearchisalsolimitedtomultilingualism and

itspositiveandnegativeeffectsonoureducationalsystem.Thisresearchalsoexamine

whattheNationalPolicyonEducationsaidaboutlanguageinNigeria,theproblem of

implementingthispolicyandperhapsthemethodtouseintheimplementationofthese

policiesinordertomeetthedesiredobjectives.
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