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Abstract

This research is aimed to examine the repercussiotiseofjlobal pandemic, which has imposed
restrictions on social interactions and community engagements andedtlli impacted traditional
Malayangan activities. The Rare Angon community vehemepibpses this state of affairs. In response, the
innovative minds of the Rare Angon elites have propasedconcept of a Virtual Kite Festival, aiming to
preserve the cultural significance of kite-flying amid thebal pandemic in Denpasar City. This qualitative
study adopts a cultural studies framework and employs aatriticnography methodology. Data collection
entails observation, interviews, and document analybisoretical frameworks of Power Relations, Practice,
and Symbolic Interaction are employed to analyze the stuskees. Data analysis is conducted employing a
descriptive interpretive approach, critically depicting tthserved phenomena. The study findings revealed
that, within the socio-cultural context, the Rare Angommwnity demonstrates its capability to innovate by
leveraging communication technology in accordance withstmeunding circumstances and environmental
needs in order to sustain the existence of traditionah@&szdi kite-flying. The Virtual Kite Festival serves a
both an economic-oriented endeavor and a means to seitkdeyi The culture of the Virtual Kite Festival
illustrates a new cultural construction within the kitgrfg tradition amid the global pandemic, allowing it to
evolve and be embraced by the Rare Angon commimBgali, particularlyin Denpasar city.
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1. Introduction

The Virtual Kite Festival is an event that harness&srimation technology systems to celebrate the art of
kite-flying. From late 2019 to 2020, the world was grippedhgyformidable Covid-19 pandemic (Setiati &
Azwar, 2020: 12). This global crisis has engendered profobadges across multiple facets of human life.
Consequently, individuals have adapted their attitudes a&m@dviprsto accommodate the new social
dynamics dictated by the pandemic, responding to tbkrieg circumstances and conditions (Widaty, 2020:
34). Among the affected activities, Malayangan has fagguifisant disruptions, leaving the Rare Angon
community, particularly disheartened by the prevailing siina The far-reaching impacts of the global
pandemic have prompted widespread transformations, congpeiliividuals to navigate novel social shifts
and adapto the demandsf thenew circumstances. Therefore, indirectly, the creatiuedsof the esteemed
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Rare Angon community conceived the idea of a Virtual K#stival, aiming to sustain the existence of the
traditional kite-flying heritage amidst the global panderihe Virtual Kite Festival can be seen as a cultural
construct, introducing new elements to the conventiBatinese kite-flying tradition. This innovative event
has presented a novel practice, as participants, inclutinBdare Angon community and kite enthusiasts, can
easily access the Virtual Kite Festival through thstdgram social media platform. The festival has been
meticulously curated to provide a virtual experience compteed by advanced digital technology.

In the conventional Bali Kite Festival, participants apeéctators typically gather under the scorching sun.
However, in the Virtual Kite Festival, participants aartl enthusiasts can enjoy kite-flying artistry from the
comfort of their homes, watching the live-streameeh¢\according to the predetermined schedule set by the
organizing committee. The Virtual Kite Festival serassa temporary bridge to devastate the limitations and
government policies that strictly prohibit public gatheringermwded events amid the global pandemic. Its
presence during this challenging time presents an intriguingcsutl¥ study, particularly from a cultural
perspective.

2. Theoretical Framework

Thetheoreticalframework utilized in this study encompasses relevant thethiat are deemed applicable
to the research subject, aiming to achieve the intenbjedtives. The theories employed in this study are as
follows:

1. Theory of Power Relations: The theory of power relatigmeposed by Foucault, explores the
concept of power as a dimension of relationships. AccordiMdichael Foucault, wherever there are
relationships, power exists (Sutrisno & Putanto, 2005:146). ktilgcauniqueness liegn his
emphasis on elucidating how power functions within specfmains rathr than delivering a
definitive definitionof power itself (Afandi, 2012).

2. Theory of Practice: Pierre-Felix Bourdieu is a promirssitolar who proposed the practice theory,
which greatly affected the development of social scierBeardieu introduces three key concepts
that apply to the practices of individual actors. Birdtabitus directs to the result of learning and
upbringing. It is a historical product that is formed radiviiduals are born and interact with society
within specific spatial and temporal contexts (Siregar, 2016:82).

3. Symbolic Interactionism: This theorig not intendedto analyze large-scale societies, suah
indigenous communities or general society. It primaribufes on the behavior of small groups that
possess unique characteristics in social interactions (Hed®#6§9:157). Symbolic interactionism
emphasizes the role of symbols and shared meaningspmglsncial interaction and social reality
construction.

Concerning the research problem, the Virtual Kite Faktinitially conceived as an alternative medium to
uphold the tradition of kite flying during the global panderhigs undergone subsequent developments that
have incorporated various personal and group interestading economic orientations and the pursuit of
legitimacy. Consequently, it has deviated from its originajppse as a pure vehicle for preserving the
traditional cultural practice of kite flying amidst tipandemic in Bali, specifically in the city of Denpasar.
Hence, this theorys employedto dissect the first research question posedthis research problem
formulation.

3. Research Method
This study aims to interpret the meaning of an evettinvia specific context from a cultural studies

perspective. Qualitative research is employed to desarideanalyze phenomena, events, social activities,
attitudes, beliefs, and thoughakindividuds or groups (Ratna, 2010:102). The study employs two sources of
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data: primary data and secondary data. Primary data isw@thtdirectly from informants regarding the
research topic, while secondary data is collected throtigitature review, document analysis, and field
studies. Analysis of the research data employed inductivgsanéor its easier to describe. What is meant by
inductive data analysis according to the qualitative pgnadk the analysis of specific data from the fielthin
units followed by categorization. This method is carried outttnycluding that it starts from a specific
understandingf casesn the formof a general conclusion.

4. Result and Discussion
A The Background of the Mirtual Kite Festival amid the Gldpahdemic
1) Dynamicsof the Malayangan Tradition amid the Global Pandeémigenpasar City

The dynamics of society and culture can always be obsérneeery era. The development of society and
culture in Bali is inherently dynamic and changes. The dicgmand changes in culture tend to exhibit a
particular order in processes and structures. Analyziagitbcesses of societal and cultural shifts, including
field research, is generally referred to as social dyosuidoentjaraningrat, 1979: 241). Amid the pandemic,
such dynamics occur within the tradition of kite flying ialB especially in Denpasar city. Many changes or
cultural shifts by the Rare Angon, who are the practitioroé the Malayangan tradition, are significantly
evident in the continuationof the tradition. These changes are indirectly influenced hey situation,
conditions, and needs amid the pandemic.

The tradition of Malayangan has revealed remarkable adbtytadid controlled development while
staying true to the authentic Balinese kite culture, @aerly in Denpasar. The sustainability of the kite-
flying tradition in Denpasar is characterized by dynanhianges influenced by the local environment and
circumstances. In line with these dynamics, the akitefflying has also responded to the global pandemic,
which imposed limitationen gatherings and public events.

To address these challenges, the concept of the &itealehas been transformed into a virtual expexgen
leveraging technology and digital media platforms such @amZ This innovative Virtual Kite Festival,
introduced amidst the global pandemic, exemplifies a pssige approach to preserving the kite-flying
tradition. By embracing virtual platforms, the festivmahnages to maintain its essence while adhering to
safety measures and promoting community engagemarnew and creative way.

2) The Consistency of the Rolef Elite Rare Angonin Malayangan Cultural Practices Amidst the
Pandemic

The elite members of Rare Angon play a crucial role inagieg the Malayangantradition in Bali,
particularly in Denpasar. The pandemic has compelled #ldgsemembers to adhere to prevailing norms.
Amid the pandemic, the central and local governments mapkemented strict regulations to prevent mass
gatherings and public activities. In response to theselat®ons, the cultural system preserved societal
patterns by providing actors with a set of norms and vallieg turn, motivates the actors to comply with
and follow the established norms (Brown, 1980). Societiesegssa structure and fulfill various functions.
The pandemic has brought about profound changes acraspeditof life.

Hence, communities must adapt and innovate to cope withethew circumstances. Talcott Parsons'
functionalism theory clarifies how interconnected elemmevithin a society serve typical functioaspart of
a larger system. Amid the pandemic, society naturallygates and overcomes challenges by relying on
established structures that prioritize collectivaaactAs society undergoes a transitional phase, adaptation,
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setting life goals, fostering positive relationshipsy aelf-motivation become crucial factors (Ritzer, 2004;
Parsons, 1985).

The role of Rare Angon's elite members is pivotal @irtldedication and contribution to nurturing and
advancing Bali's traditional kite-flying culture. Theadeptly adapt the Malayangan traditibm their
environment, keeping pace with the evolving era initeenby the rapid forcesof globalization. The
emergence of the Virtual Kite Festival is a testanteriheir innovative thinking, as they employ Instagram's
virtual platform to present and encapsulate the esseha kite festival amidst the pandemic. The creative
ideas conceived by Rare Angon's elite members in condigpigaand organizing the Virtual Kite Festival
reflect their moral obligatiorto uphold and preserve th#me-honored traditionof kite-flying in Bali,
particularly in the city of Denpasar, during these challapgimes. It ensures that the kite festival can be
celebrated and cherished, eveit thkes placén a virtual realm.

B. The Acceptanceof Mirtual Kite Festivalby the Rare Angon and Developed Amidst the Pandémic
Denpasar

1) Virtual Kite Festivalasan Alternative Event Amidst the Pandemic

The Virtual Kite Festival represents a cultural piegmployed to persevere the endurance of traditional
kite-flying during the global pandemic. Specifically, it ®s\as an alternative event to preserve the tradition
of Malayanganin Bali, particularlyin the city of Denpasar. Through the Virtual Kite Festiviiie
Malayangan tradition can maintain existence and acquire acmEptmong the Rare Angon community,
particularlyin Denpasar.

The existence of the Virtual Kite Festival is well-€aed by various groups, ranging from the elderly to
children who are enthusiasts and appreciators of iwadlt Balinese kite-flying. However, the younger
generation, particularly the millennials, dominates the VirKig festival. It inadvertently leads to rapid
development and adoption of the festival, as it resorsitesgly with the millennial generation, known for
their quick adoption and consumption of cultural practicébimithe virtual realm. Given that virtual culture
aligns well with the millennial generation's affinity fdigital culture and gadget usage, it is undeniable that
conducting a virtual evei highly suitable amidst the pandemic.

The utilization of information technology, specificaliiye social media platform Instagram, has had a
notable positive impact on preserving the traditidatd-flying culture in Denpasar, particularly through the
Virtual Kite festival. This innovative approach inditigccontributes to social well-being amid the global
pandemic by allowing individuals to engage in their hoblaird simultaneously enhance their immune
systems. The virtual competitions provide a temporargpEsérom the realities of the Covid-19 virus, making
it an excellent alternative form of entertainment for the Rargon communityn Denpasar specifically.

2) Virtual Kite FestivalasanEconomic Orientation amid the Global Pandemic

The emergence of the Virtual Kite Festival amid thebgl pandemic has inevitably opened up economic
opportunities. In this context, the Virtual Kite Festiisho longer solely a platform or space for preserving
the tradition of Malayangan amidst the pandemic. Various ipeactriven by personal or group (Sekaa)
interests exist behind the evolution and acceptance ofitieal Kite Festival amid the pandemic. These
practices reflect particular ideologies and interests artimngrganizersf the event.

According to Sukmadewi (2021:85), the orientation towards economic tesivand well-beings a
fundamental characteristic of human beings driven bynality and personal interests. As economic beings,
human thoughts, and actions are guided by rationality, whaiths to the urge to maximize advantages not
only from resources and income available to humadsature but also from other aspects, including culture,
ashuman desires are essentially unlimited. The orgeidahe Virtual Kite Festival consider the economic
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potential of the event, as they perceive social medb&sn the practice of the Virtual Kite Festivalasool
for business purposes. Social media plays a complexratdluencing economic-oriented practices within
the Virtual Kite Festival amidst the pandemic.

3) Virtual Kite Festivalasan Eventto Seek Legitimacy

The organization of the Virtual Kite Festival undouliyeinvolves the pursuit of personal or group
interests and the establishment of an ideology to sepgtintacy among participants. The recognition or
legitimacy attained in the Virtual Kite Festival coxttean bring advantages to both the participants and the
continuity of the Malayangan tradition in Denpasar city. ®fganizers of the Virtual Kite Festival use this
platform as a stepping stone to seek recognition andnhegiy, primarily for the kite-flying community
(Sekaa Layangan) rather than for themsehsthe event organizers.

In this case, many recently formed or aspiring kite-flyimgnmunities (Sekaa Layang-Layang) join the
Virtual Kite Festival as a means to establish tipesence in the traditional Balinese kite-flying world.
Therefore, these newly formed Sekaa Layang-Layangeuthie Virtual Kite Festival as a platform to perform
and promote their community. By participating in the ifedt these new communities can quickly gain
recognition and become know the Rare Angon Bali community and kite enthusidastdenpasar,
specifically.

C. Implicationsof the Virtual Kite Festival on the Sustainability of the Big@ingan Traditioin Denpasar
City

1) Social Implication

The social aspect entails the interaction between ighdils and their surrounding environment. The
comprehensiorof the implications within the Virtual Kite Festivalndoubtedly affects diverse groups
involved in the Malayangan tradition, specifically in Dergra8ali. As the Virtual Kite Festival emerges as
an alternative event amidst the pandemic, initiatechbyesteemed Rare Angon elites, it aims to preserve the
essence of the kite-flying tradition in Denpasar. Employagial media as a platform for the Malayangan
tradition brings about positive impacts, expediting theaademenof kite culture.

There is a loss of the culture of togetherness in fhteal Kite Festival, such as the culture of borrowing,
embracing, and working together joyfully among the Selgrups), despite the competitive context.
However, the Rare Angon community still upholds a streagse of brotherhood. Additionally, there are
issues and social disparities, as well as occurrenagssobnduct between the organizers of the Virtual Kite
Festival and participants who have conflicting inter@sthin the virtual event amidst the pandemic. These
give rise to several social implications that are cexpind rooted in the surrounding environment, creating
various challenges relatéalthe virtual implementationf the Malayangan tradition amidst the pandemic.

In the virtual event, there is a loss of the culturembracing and ownership among the Sekaa (groups)
during the traditional kite flying. Although the Rare Angamembers compete with each otherthe
competition, they still uphold the value of brotherhoodhe continuity of the Balinese kite flying tradition,
especially in Kota Denpasar. Unfortunately, in the 04ttKite Festival, irresponsible organizers can be
found. It is not uncommon to come across fraudulent eweheye, after the live-streaming process, the
organizers fail to schedule the announcement of the vdnaed simply disappear without any sense of
responsibility.

It is undeniable that there is a high possibility ofi@omequality and various forms of cheating occurring
in the virtual realm, including within the Virtual Kite Festl. Social media user the virtual world plays a
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significant role in facilitating these situations. Hower, the Rare Angon members do not approach this issue
lightly. They prioritize and uphold the values found witlthhe tradition of kite flying, valuing and respecting
them.

2) Economic Implication

The economic aspect is crucial for the sustainabilitgroindividual's or group's livelihood. It significantly
influences the improvement of their standard of livinkgefeé are economic implications amidst the pandemic
in Denpasar city. In the Virtual Kite Festival, theme economic implications amidst the pandemic. In this
case, the practice of kite flying tradition in Denpdsararried out online instead of the conventional way we
are familiar within traditional festivals.

The virtual or online execution of the kite festival hasulted in the loss of livelihood sources. Before the
global pandemic, the traditional kite festival involved #utive participation of micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSMEs)n the culinary sectoras well as street vendors who contributdd the vibrant
atmosphere of the festival. Additionally, the locafrenunity residing around the festival venue experienced
economic implications, particularly regarding parkimgvices, as their income sources dwindled amidst the
pandemic. Consequently, the traditional kite festival haletput on hold, leading to the emergence of the
Virtual Kite Festivalasanalternative meanaf celebrating this cherished tradition amidst the globals.

3) Cultural Implication

The presence and growth of the Virtual Kite Festasaan alternative event amidst the pandemic have had
significant cultural implications and influenced theagtion of the festival in Denpasar. The Virtual Kite
Festival has brought about several cultural implicatiorediding the loss of traditional kite-flying techniques
and the absence of particular artistic performances, ascthe traditional Balinese music (Balaganjur)
typically featured in kite festivals. Traditional kite tigals prioritize the mastery of kite-flying techniques,
encompassing the entire process from laubehdescent, whichis central to the art of kite-flying.
Furthermore, cultural performances featuring traditionalsim contributeto the lively and celebratory
atmospheref the traditional kite festivah Denpasar.

The Virtual Kite Festival amidst the pandemic serassa creative form of entertainment for the Rare
Angon. However, it is crucial to acknowledge that the essehMalayangan lies in the vibrant experience of
flying kites under the sun's warm rays, accompanied by thal jogflaboration of Sekaa Layang-Layang
working together to launch the kites. Within the kiterftyicompetitions, a multitude of techniques and skills
are employed. In the current virtual context, these piatgchniques may become lost, necessitating a fresh
start or a return to learning when traditional kite fedivresumén the future.

5. Conclusion

The socio-cultural tradition of Malayangan holds signifidgafiience in the lives of the Rare Angon and
the Balinese community, particularly in Denpasar. The deweént strategy for traditional Balinese kites
indirectly indicatesan influential transformation process that aligns witle tsurrounding environment's
situation and conditions. From a socio-cultural perspective Rare Angon skillfully adapts kites to suit the
situation, conditions, and needs of the local enviemmThey aim to ensure the continued existence of
traditional Balinese kites, specifically in Denpasar. Téislution encompasses various aspects, including
advancements in kite frames using the knockdown system (dgsancbdisassembly) and the utilization of
information technology systems, reflecting the infieeeof globalization. These adaptations are implemented
to realize virtual kite festivals amidst the pandemic
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The Virtual Kite Festival serves as a collaboratetform for multiple community initiatives, fostering
the developmenof cultural products within the Malayangan tradition. This cogeece of activities
produces economic prospects amidst the global pandemiicufzty in Denpasar, Bali. By performing and
nurturing cultural products regarding Malayangan, the faisgtimulates economic growth and prosperity
within the local community.

The Virtual Kite Festival has been influenced by an iogplof personal and group interests, shifting its
focus from being a pure alternative space for preservingrdéional kite culture in Denpasar. It has now
become a platform utilizetb fulfill personal or communal desires and serve economic objectives. The
festival has been transformed into an event-drigemconomic orientation and the pursofilegitimacy.

The Virtual Kite Festival serves as a temporary britdgavercome the limitations and government policies
imposed at both the central and regional levels. It iseakthrough that allows the Rare Angon and kite
enthusiasts in Denpasar to fulfill their urge to engagkitm flying. The virtual format became the only
feasible option to realize the kite festival given pinevailing situation amidst the pandemic. The VirtuakKit
Festival has managed to sustain its existence and haeregm significant popularity, particularly among the
millennials. Leveraging social media platforms, thetiva$ offers a practical and convenient way
participate, ensuring its continuity even beyond thredpanic.
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